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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Te work, of which the first number is now present- 
ed, will be issued at irregular intervals during the pre- 
sent winter. It will be printed, uniformly, on good 
paper, and with a new type. A title-page will be fur- 
nished, at the end of the season, for such as may wish 
to preserve their numbers in ayolume. The numbers 
will be of ‘various sizes, according to the quantity of 
matter which the éditor may find leisure to prepare. 
Subscription papers are not offered ; but the work, as 
it shall appear, wiil be for sale at different shops through- 
out the:city, with the price of each umber printed on 
the cover. As it is intended that the numbers shall be 
small, not exceeding thirty or forty pages. sith as the 
editor will himself be able to fill, with the occasional 
aid, he hopes, of a few friends, communications to the 
work are not solicited. Valuable extracts of important 
works may sometimes be given in the place of original 
matter. If the sale should be such as to defray ‘the 
expenses of publication, and its reception should be 
sufficiently encouraging, it will’ be resumed the next 
winter. 

The design of this work is, to state in as plain and 
popular a manner as may be. the principles of Unitari- 
anism ; by which is meant Christianity, as understood 
and interpreted by Unitarians. It is maintained by 
Unitarians, that the religion of Jesus, rightly under- 
stood, contains none of the dogmas comprehended 
under the general term of Orthodoxy. It will accor- 
dingly be ene main object in conducting this little work, 
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2 ADVERTISEMENT. 


to make it appear, by various statements, discussions, 
and criticisms, that these dogmas do not exist in the gos- 
pels, but are human inventions, and melancholy corrup- 
tions of the simple and rational faith, which proceeded 
from the lips of the Saviour, and has been recorded by 
his disciples. This, as a principal object, will always 
be kept in view. At the same time, however, the editor 
would have it understood, that he binds himself by no 
minute or particular rules, to a certain course, but 
leaves himself at liberty to fill the numbers, as shall be 
at the time most agreeable and convenient, yet in such 
a manner, that they shall always serve the general 
interests of religion and morals. He would also dis- 
tinetly state, that pieces containing sentiments opposite 
to his own, or controverting them, will not be admit- 
ted. His pages will be chiefly, if not wholly, devoted 
to expositions of his own views, and those who mainly 
agree with him. Ifany should feel inclined to dispute his 
statements, the press is open and free, and various 
vehicles of the commonly received doctrines of ortho- 
doxy, stand ready to convey their opinions to the world. 
Little good has ever sprung from throwing open the 
columns of the same paper, to contentious disputants 
on the various topics of dogmatic theology. It has a 
show of fairness, to be sure. But the result usually 
has been, that the editor has found himself compelled 
at length, if he would not see his work pass from his 
hands, to confine himself chiefly to arguments on his 
own side. And indeed, it is a little too much to be 
expected of the most catholic man, that he should 
send out by the side of what may be a slender defence 
of his own opinions, a powerful argument in support 
of those he condemns. 
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UNITARIAN BELIEF. 


Ir is the object of this article, to state and explain in 
as few words as possible, the leading points of unitarian 
belief. 

But, let it be remarked, first of all, that our belief as 
Unitarians, is founded on the New Testament of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, that we receive the 
several books which compose that volume, the histories 
and the epistles. as the record of a religion revealed 
from heaven. through Jesus Christ, for the guidance 
and comfort of mankind here, and their salvation here- 
after. We receive the New Testament, in a word. as 
containing a religion from God, and the only religion 
which now he offers to mankind. 

This, it may be thought hardly necessary to state : it 
ought not to be necessary. yet it is rendered so by the 
frequency with which certain preachers and writers 
take ovcasion to speak of Unitarians as Deists, i. ¢. as 
unbelievers in revelation. It is hard to believe that any 
who know enough to preach. have not learning* enough 
to inform them as to the differences between the Uni- 
tarian and the Deist. But we are compelled to believe 
this, since we can still less bring ourselves to think 
of those who engage in the sacred duties of the chris- 
tian ministry, that they would state to a credulous and 
confiding people, either through the press, or from the 
pulpit, what they knew not to be true, in the confi- 
dence that the falsehood could not be detected. 


* Vide Johvson’s Dictionary, sometimes as profitable for refer- 
ence in religious controversy as philology, art. Deism and Deist. 

Deism. The opinion of those that only acknowledge one God, 
without the reception of any revealed religion. 

Deist. A man who follows no particular religion, but only 
acknowledges the existence of God. 












UNITARIAN BELIEF. 


To those, therefore, who are willing to receive the 
truth, I would say, that a Deist is one who rejects all 
revelation, believes Jesus and Moses to be impostors, 
their religions, base fabrications. An Atheist differs 
from him in rejecting not only revelation, but all belief 
in a God ; he resolves all things into fate or chance. 

Now a Unitarian is a believer in revelation, both the 
Jewish and the Christian; he believes them both to rest 
on a supernatural foundation. In the Christian reve- 
lation, he acknowledges every thing to be miraculous. 
In Jesus, he confesses a teacher commissioned and 
sent by God ; the founder of a religion which God ap- 
pointed him to convey to man; the messiah, whom 

God inspired with divine wisdom, filled with his own 

“Tulness, and enabled by the performance of innumera- 
ble and undeniable miracles, to lay the foundation 
of that kingdom of righteousness that shall be from 
everlasting to everlasting ; the kingdom of God and of 
his Anointed. The faith of the Unitarian rests on the 
New Testament, which he receives as a collection of 
books, written by the immediate disciples of our Lord, 
who were with him during his ministry, knew and saw 
what he said and did, and faithfully recorded the same 
for the instruction of all after ages. These writings he 
believes to have come down to the present time in a 
state of nearly perfect preservation, and to contain a 
faithful account of the life, and labors. and instructions, 
of that wonderful person, Jesus Christ, whom the Father 
sent to enlighten and save the world. He receives 
these books as the best gift of God to man ; he would 
if called upon, defend them unto death ; he would live 
by them ; he will gladly when the time shall come, die 
by them, in the blessed hope of an immortality so well 
grounded and sure, that the universe itself is not more 

SO. 















UNITARIAN BELIEF. 


This is not Deism ; such a believer is not a Deist. 

To this, I will add a passuge—it might better per- 
haps have taken its place—to the same purpose, from 
an article in the General Repository and Review,* en- 
titled “+ Defence of liberal Christianity.”” ‘* There is at 
first sight,” says the writer, “a difference (between the 
unbeliever and Unitarian) which in the age of the apos+ 
tles, was considered essential, that the one confesses 
with hie mouth the Lord Jesus, and believes in his 
heart that God raised him from the dead ; and- that 
the other makes no such confession, and has no such 
belief; there is a most important difference between 
him, who believes that Christianity is a revelation 
from heaven, together with all the consequences of 
this belief, and him, who considers it as a system of 
fraud and folly, and admits al] the consequences of this 
opinion ; between him, who believes Jesus Christ to 
have been a messenger from God, and to have given 
by far the highest example of moral excellence ever 
exhibited to mankind, and him, who has at best no 
definite notions in respect to his character, and who 
can with reason and consistency regard him as nothing 
better than an impostor or enthusiast ; between him, 
who believes that God has never ceased to manifest 
his care for men, that by various dispensations adapted 
to the different ages of the world, by miracles and 
prophecies he has been preserving the knowledge of 
himself and preparing them for his last dispensation 
of Christianity, by which he has done so much to ad- 
vance mankind in virtue and happiness, and him, who: 
believes that God has cast the world from his hand and 
left us to ourselves, to the guidance of that reason, 





* Cambridge, 1812, Vol. I. p. 7. 
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UNITARIAN BELIEF. 


which is so easily deceived, so various and opposite in 
its decisions, so weak to enforce its dictates, and which 
without the assistance of revelation, is so full of hesita- 
tion and uncertainty upon our most important con- 
cerns.” 

I now proceed to say what those truths are, which 
we believe the New Testament to contain, and Jesus 
to have taught as he was taught of God. 

I. In regard to the great object of all faith and wor- 
ship—we believe in one God, and only one. 

We believe him to be one, in the honest, fair under- 
standing of that term. We believe him to be one. in 
the same sense that any thing or being isone. When 
I say that I am one man, it is understood that I am one, 
truly—that there is no other being or person like myself 
within me—that I am one in respect to my body, 
my mind, my affections, my desires, my reason— 
that these are, in no sense, double or treble within 
me. So we say of God; he is one mind, one being, 
one essence, and in no respect is he two, or three, or 
four. We believe him to be underived. or self-exis- 
tent ; that there never was a time when he did not 
exist ; that there never will be a time when he will 
cease to exist ; and that throughout this eternity he is 
the same, without change, the infinite. eternal, immu- 
table One, who created, and sustains, and blesses the 
universe. 

We consequently reject the doctrine of the Trinity ; 
which we reject for its essential incredibility, and for 
its having no foundation in Scripture. We regard it as 
a doctrine of a strictly heathen origin ; having its 
birth in the dreams of Plato ; taken up and improved 
by the Christian fathers, who, coming over from pa- 
ganism, thought to give Christianity a new beauty by 
engrafting on it the speculations of the master of Gre- 
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cian philosophy. It was so late as the Council of 
Nice, in 325, before it received a definite, tangible 
shape. This doctrine, one of the purest inventions of 
men ; one that we believe the Apostles and Christians 
of the two first centuries knew nothing about; one, of 
which we in vain search for the slightest traces in the 
Gospel ; a doctrine of inference ; resting on the sub- 
tlest reasoning for its support ; nowhere laid down in a 
single text of the whole Bible in plain terms—this 
doctrine, we unhesitatingly reject ; we cast it from us 
as a human error ; as contradictory alike of the letter, 
the spirit, and the whole tenor of the Bible. And we 
see and acknowledge in God but one mind. one being ; 
that one being, to whom nature in its unity of design 
and simplicity, every where bears witness ; the one 
God, whom the patriarchs worshipped, and whom Moses 
taught—the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We believe this one God, whom we receive on the 
united testimony of Reason and Scripture, to be the 
only object of our worship. We think that to worship 
any other being, is a breaking of the second command. 
Jesus worshipped God, not himself, or the Holy Spirit. 
He solemnly enjoins us to worship the Father. We do 
not understand how the intelligent Christian can read 
the instructions of Jesus himself, and remember his 
example, how he can remember the examples and 
teachings of the Apostles. and believe it his duty, nay, 
not perceive it to be an infringement o° the most 
express commands of God, to address his prayers to 
any other being beside the Father Almighty; the Fa- 
ther of Jesus and our Father ; the God of Jesus and 
our God. At the same time we judge not others. If 
there are any, to whom Scripture seems to say. ‘ thou 
shalt bow down and worship Jesus the Messiah, and Son 
of God ; thou shalt also worship the Holy Ghost, or 
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Spirit of God; and to each thy prayers, praises, and 
honours, shall be equal’ —if any read thus in the Scrip- 
ture, they do right to obey it, and we do not charge 
them with idolatry. 

In regard to the character of this being—we believe 
him to be the Father of his creatures ; in which cha- 
racter he is placed before us in the teachings of Jesus. 
We have full faith in what are called his moral.attri- 
butes. We believe him to be infinite in power and 
wisdom; omnipotent, omniscient, eternal; so, we be- 
lieve him to be a being of perfect benevolence, holi- 
ness, justice, and truth ; of mercy and compassion : 
and that therefore, the happiness of the creatures he 
has made, both for time and eternity, is his great and 
only aim in all the plans of his providence. We ac- 
cordingly reject, because they invade and destroy these 
delightful attributes of the Deity, all the five doctrines 
of Calvinism. Calvinism assails the justice of God ; 
it impugns his truth; it annihilates his mercy ; and as 
on any statement of jts principles, we find it impossible 
to reconcile it with the existence of justice, truth, ho- 
liness, mercy, in God, we feel compelled to refuse it 
our belief. We think the moral character of God far 
too precious to sacrifice to any system of human doc- 
trine. But such a sacrifice, in our view, Calvinism de 
mands. Beside this, we think the dogmas of Calvin 
are founded on a most mistaken system of scripture 
interpretation ; on an entire misapprehension of the 
language of the Bible: so that scarce a single text 
that is alleged in its defence has any relation, or ever 
had any, to the subject to which it is applied. More- 
over, we think that the light in which God is distinetly 
set before us in the Gospel, as our Father, and in the 
parables and other teachings of our Lord, is so often 
compared to earthly parents, only is represented as 
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surpassing them in all the attributes of love and mercy, 
is of itself an ample refutation of the whole system. 

Such, in few words, is our belief On the first great 
article of every mars creed. 

Il. In regard to man, his nature and condition. 

It is the opinion of Unitarians, that the Bible teaches, 
that man came into being with a nature neither holy 
nor unholy—terms with propriety applicable only to 
those who have used or abused their moral freedom,— 
but with the power of becoming either the one or the 
other; not the object of God’s disapprobation and 
anger, for God hates only sin, and the infant has not 
sinned ; not of his moral approbation, for the infant has 
not yet formed a moral character, but we may safely 
say, of his complacent regards, of his love; for he made 
man, and made him dependent, brings him into life 
helpless and weak, physically and morally, yet destines 
him to happiness, as the end of his being, and he must 
therefore love him, and feel an interest in his welfare, 
mora! and spiritual, of which no earthly parent, reason- 
ing from the affection which he bears his offspring, can 
form the slightest conception. He could not hate him. 
We do not believe, accordingly, that man came into 
being under the wrath and curse of God, the heir of 
hell, by virtue of his birth, as Calvin’s doctrine of total 
depravity teaches. The idea is too monstrous, not to say 
impious, to be entertained by the mind for an instant. 
And we deny that the doctrine has a shadow of foun- 
dation in scripture, any more than in reason.—As to 
man’s state and condition in the world, we hold it to be 
a state of trial, intended to discipline him, and by its 
difficulties and temptation, to form him to the love and 
practice of virtue, and make him fit for heaven. We 
believe, therefore, most fully in man’s entire moral 
ability to make himself what he pleases. No necessity 
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binds him ; no eternal decrees take away the obliga- 
tion of active personal virtue ; no supernatural, sud- 
den, and irresistible influences, remove the neces- 
sity and the motives for holiness ; no arbitrary appoint- 
ment, to hell or heaven for ever, renders individual 
effort nugatory and absurd; no natural and inheri- 
ted inability makes him incapable of good acts and 
good thoughts. such as God will delight to accept 
and reward. Nothing of all this. Man’s condition 
we believe to be, here, just what each one of areflecting 
mind, left to his own good sense. feels and knows it to 
be ; his power to do good, or evil, to save himself, or 
destroy himself to be just what we each and all feel it to 
be, when we look in upon, and study our own na- 
tures. 
Ill. What is our belief in regard to Jesus Christ ? 
1. As to his Person.—All Unitarians unite in deny- 
ing that he is the Supreme God, We all adopt the 
language of the New Testament. and say he is the Mes- 
siah. or Anointed,—the Son of God; that he is our 
Mediator, Saviour; since we understand all these 
names, as compatible with his inferiority to the Father, 
nay, as teaching it. All, denying his Deity, some, still 
maintain that he pre-existed in great power and glory, 
was either Creator of this and other worlds, or some 
great Spirit, and in fulfilment of the purposes of Heaven, 
at the appointed time veiled his high nature in the humble 
form of a man, was born of the virgin, and became our 
Saviour and teacher. On ths plan the Christian religion 
remains invested with its whole authority. Jesus was 
still the Messenger of God, and taught as his Spirit mo- 
ved him. But against this view of our Lord’s nature and 
person, others believe serious objections to lie, and ac- 
cordingly hold that the New Testament teaches that 
Jesus Christ was a man divinely inspired to teach the 
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will. of God as it was imparted to him, and to be the 
founder of a new religion, its first herald and preacher.* 
They believe that he came in the name of the Father ; 
that he was filled with the wisdom and power of the 
Father ; that thewords that he spoke were the words 
that he received from the Father ; that the works or 
miracles he performed, were by the power of the 
Father manifested through him; that in all that he 
did, said, and taught; be was an instrument in the hand 
of God ; ‘that all the doctrines, precepts, instructions of 
his ministry, were precisely such as flowed through him 
from the suggestions of the Spirit of God dwelling 
within him; that there was nothing human about the 
religion he preached, except that in coming to man, 
it passed through humian lips. Hence the authority 
of Jesus, and of his religion, is the same as on the 
hypothesis of the supreme deity of Christ. His religion is 
divine, and from God, though his person be not. And 
how is it possible that the rank of the Messenger should 
affect the religion, one way or another? Is not atruth 
or a set of truths the same, through whatever mouth 
they pass? Is not Christianity always received on the 
ground of the miracles which Christ did? And are 
not the miracles which are wrought by a man through 





* Our view thus far favours the Humanitarian scheme. I 


candidly acknowledge, that many texts found in the New Testa- 
ment that are difficult tobe reconciled with any other doctrine ; 
and I asfregly express an opinion that by this doctrine no revealed 
truth is lessened in its authority, no lew is weakened in its force, 
nor is any promise diminished in its influence. Our Christian 
faith and hope rest not on the metaphysical character of our Sa- 
viour, but on the evidence he produced of a Divine Commission, 
to state the conditions of acceptance with God, and to give an 
assurance of eternal life to all who obey him.”—Dr. Baneroft’s 
Sermons. 
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the power of God imparted, just the same thing with 
miracles wrought by God himself in the formof a man ? 
Is not the miracle the same in either case, and is not 
what it is wrought to prove and establish, therefore, as 
well proved and established in theone case as the 
other? In truth. the difference between Trinitarianism 
and Unitarianism in this particular, is merely verbal. 
Let the Trinitarian understand himself. and he is a 
Unitarian. . He says Jesus Christ was God, that is, 
Deity was closely and mysteriously united to the 
man Jesus, so that he was truly God-man. A Uni- 
tarian, if he pleases, may use precisely the same 
language. If he choose to speak figuratively, and 
mystically, he may say with equal truth—Jesus was 
God, was truly Immanuel, God with us, for his words, 
doctrine, authority, were from God; God dwelt in him 
by his Spirit. and manifested himself in his miracles 
and the wisdom of his words. But he would not like 
to speak in so strong a way because others would mis- 
understand him ; and it would after all, be only saying 
in other words. that Jesus was an inspired man. 

But these differences, whatever importance they may 
be thought to possess, we do not agitate. However 
desirable it might be, as a matter of speculation, to 
have the truth, whichever way it may be, universally 
established and received, still, as no practical conse- 
quences flow from the one opinion, which do not seem 
to be equally connected with the other—except perhaps 
in relation to the influence and power of the example 
of Jesus—we are not solicitous to investigate the sub- 
ject, nor to secure the prevalence of either doctrine. 
We quietly enjoy our private opinion, and ask not and 
care, not as to the faith of our brother. A general be- 
lief in the inferiority of the Son to the Father, and in 
the Divinity of the Saviour’s Mission and Authority, 






UNITARIAN BELIEP. 13 


unites us in strenuous and persevering efforts to es- 
tablish the grand truth of the unity of God, from the 
deep conviction which we entertain of the immense 
umportance of that truth to the interests of virtue, and 
indeed to the reception of Christianity itself by en- 
lightened and thinking men. 

2. As to the Office of Jesus.—However our ‘belief 
may Vary as'to the Person of Jesus, the belief of all, as 
to his Office, isthe same. All Unitarians receive him as 
the Mediator between God and man, that is, themiédium 
through which mercy, and pardon, and peace were con- 
veyed to our sinning race. All receive him as the 
Messiah, the Son of God with power, the long pre- 
dicted King of the Jews, the annointed Prophet—an- 
nointed with power and wisdom, whom Israel ex- 
pected so earnestly. and waited for so long! We all 
receive him as our ifistructor and guide in religious 
truth ; as our Saviour. through the power of his doc- 
trine and example, from sin and folly. and their punish- 
ment in a future life. He is emphatically Jesus, our 
Saviour from sin! He saves us, by enticing us away 
from our passions and lusts. into the ways of virtue and 
peace ; setting before us the magnificent hope of im- 
mortality, he draws us away from flesh and sense ; hold- 
ing up the light of his own beautiful life and temper, 
he persuades us to walkin his steps of love and purity ; 
and thus saving us from the pollutions of this world, 
he saves us from the anger and punishment of God in 
the world to come—prepares us for the presence and 
glory of God, and introduces us there. This is the 
great office and work of Jesus—the saving of the souls 
of men.. And this be will do for all, of every name, 
who draw nigh to hin in a true faith. and with the pur- 
poses of a sincere pevitence. He is, and will bea 
Saviour to all, to all who are willing to be saved, and 
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turn to him and yield themselves to the demands of his 
Gospel, and take on them his yoke, and bear his bur- 
den. Those who do thus, will assuredly find’that yoke 
and that burden easy and light; and the longer they 
are borne, the easier and the lighter. 

3. As tothe Character of the Saviour.—We believe 
his character to be one of perfect moralpurity and ho- 
liness.—He was holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from 
sin. He has left us a spotless example of every virtue, 
a faultless model of moral excellence. We believe this 
character to be exhibited to us expressly for our imi- 
tation ; not more as a practical illustration of the doc- 
trines he taught, and the precepts he enjoined on our 
Observance, than as a model for us to copy. We are 
to emulate his virtues, strive to conform ourselves to 
his likeness, and to suffer the dispositions and affec- 
tions that were manifested in his:daily walk, to become 
rooted and grounded in our hearts. This is the great 
use which we are to make of his perfect character ; 
the great purpose in its being set before us. ‘* Learn 
of me,”’ says the Saviour: and if we did learn of him 
—if we made it a point to imitate our Lord—did we 
pay any serious regard to the precept,~we should find 
the imitation of Christ, as many have found it—one of 
the most certain and efficacious aids of virtue; her 
encouragement and her light, her safest rule of action, 
and her surest book of instruction. 

IV. What is the belief of Unitarians in regard to the 
terms of acceptance with God ? 

Believing most firmly in the wisdom of God, in his 
justice, in his mercy, in his paternal character, as they 
are taughtin the Scriptures, we feel ourselves compelled 
to reject, as wholly inconsistent with them, the opi- 
nions that commonly prevail on the great subject of 
man’s acceptance with God. It seems to us that the 
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complicated system of depravity, predestination, effec- 
tual calling, and the application.of the merits of Christ 
to the sioner, are not only, not of a piece with the sim- 
plicity of God’s ways, but contradict and revolt every 
idea we have formed to ourselves, and have received 
from his works. of God’s wisdom, of his equity, of his 
mercy, and his goodness, But still, we do not think 
these notions do near so much violence to man’s un- 
perverted reason, as they do to the express language, 
and general tenor of the Scriptures. We believe the 
Bible to teach a very different doctrine with respect to 
man's salvation: one that better harmonises, as we 
think, with the character, and other dealings of God ; 
with the nature, condition. and powers of man—one 
that gives every possible encouragement to moral vir- 
tue ; strengthening it by every imaginable obligation, 
instead of weakening, if not wholly annihilating those 
obligations—as the doctrines of Pred-stination and 
Atonement seem to do. We believe then, that with 
those to whom the Gospel has come, faith toward God, 
and repentance through our Lord Jesus Christ—their 
sincerity being proved by a life of holiness. purity, piety, 
and benevolence—is the condition of salvation, accord- 
ing to the New Testament. We believe that God has 
nowhere declared that he will receive man to heaven 
and happiness, on any other condition than that of his 
own personal holiness. We believe that man cannot 
be happy hereafter unless he is holy ; that holiness is 
strictly a personal thing, and cannot, in the nature of 
things, by any power be transferred from one to another, 
from Christ to the sinner ; and therefore, that if man 
ever is happy hereafter. it is and must be on the ground 
of the purity of his own heart. We are confident of 
nothing so much, as that in accordance with this, is the 
whole doctrine of Scripture. We believe the one 
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joud incessant call of the Gospel of Christ, from the 
preaching of John the Baptist to the last words of 
John the Evangelist, is ‘« Repent, and live—believe and 
obey—and—inherit everlasting life—turn away, every 
one from your iniquities, confess the Lord Jesus Christ 
—and be saved.” 

But do we believe then, that man is capable of perfect 
holiness, and can come to claim eternal life on the 
ground of his own righteousness? God forbid. God’s 
Sree, unpurchased, infinite mercy, is the ground of our 
assurance and of our hope. And we think it a ground 
large enough for the whole universe to stand upon. 
We believe through the Scriptures, that as God requires 
forgiveness in man toward man, as the first and last of 
the virtues ; so he possesses the attribute himself in all 
its loveliness and perfection, and, as our Lord has re- 
presented in the parable of the Prodigal Son, stands 
ever ready with the outstretched arms of parental love 
to receive and forgive the returning. the reformed sin- 
ner. This we helieve to be the simple and sublime 
teaching of revelation ; and that God does not demand 
that his forgiveness shall be bought, forced from him by 
the voluntary sacrifice and death in man’s stead of the 
infinite God, his equal and son! 

We accordingly reject as most unscriptural and 
most subversive of God’s moral character, and the in- 
terests of vital religion, the doctrine of the Atonement. 
Indeed we are left to wonder, while this doctrine 
stands, how there can be any love of God—any reve- 
rence of his moral attributes*any concern about vir- 
tue—it seems so entirely to take away all loveliness 
from God’s character, and to remove every motive to 
personal holiness. For, in few words, this doctrine 
teaches that man—man whom he had made imperfect 
and encompassed with temptation on every side, and 
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fatally propense to sin, having sinned—God was inex- 
orable, implacable, and would not forgive, but doomed 
him in his wrath, to the torments of Hell forever. He 
had sinned against God ; God was an infinite being ; 
the sin was infinite and could not be forgiven. But 
there is one condition on which he will forgive. If any 
being can be found who will pay the debt of obedience 
for lost man, and will bear in his own person, the pun- 
ishment that was due to man, man shall be forgiven. 
This, Jesus the Son of God, a being every way equal 
to the father, an infinite, eternal, self-existent God, un- 
dertakes todo—he takes the form of a man—assumes his 
nature—comes on earth, is subject to the law, obeys it 
—and dies onthe cross. The Father is satisfied. A God 
has suffered as much as all the human race could have 
suffered beneath the torments of hell for ever ; and the 
Father is fully satisfied, and consents to forgive, for the 
sake of this suffering G6d, the sins of mankind. This 
is the doctrine of the Atonement, that Christians are 
willing to receive as the ground of salvation ; & doctrine 
which if it seems to provide an easy method of salvation, 
does so at the expense of God’s justice and mercy, 
and if it represents the son of God as full of benevo- 
lence, represents the father as unforgiving, unjust, and 
unmerciful ; it drives us from the mercy-seat of the 
Father Almighty to the compassion of the self-immo- 
lating Son ; and when we come to that petition our 
Lord has told us to offer up—* Forgive us our tres- 
passes as we forgive those who trespass against us’’— 
it seals our lips, teaching us that God does not and 
cannot forgive. 

If now it be asked, rejecting, as we do, the Atone- 
ment, what efficacy we ascribe to the death of Christ? 
it may be replied, we ascribe to it a moral one, and 
no other; we ascribe to it the same kind of power 
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which we do to his life, his example, his teachings, his 
sufferings. His life was necessary that he might en- 
force his instructions. secure the reception of his reli- 
gion, and give an example under the most trying cir- 
cumstances, of the virtues he taught. His death was 
necessary that he might establish that most efficacious 
of all truths, that in which all others centre, to which 
they owe their power, the resurrection from the dead, 
and the retributory state. By his voluntary and ago- 
nising death on the cross, he set the seal of truth to 
his character and revelation; by his death he has 
opened the way to everlasting life ; has established the 
truth of man’s resurrection. and the connected truth 
of his immortality and the eternal state; by his death 
he has taken away the victory from the grave, has di- 
vested it of all the terrors and doubts that had always 
overhung it, and always woyld have shrouded it but 
for the example of his victol 

In this way did his death answer ends unutterably 
important, which, as far as we can see, could not have 
been otherwise accomplished. {n this way is it rightly 
regarded as the proximate cause of all the inestimable 
blessings and hopes we enjoy as Christians. Jesus 
died that we might live for ever. The pious Christian 
looks to the cross with emotions of gratitude that can- 
not be restrained, and exclaims, ‘ Thanks be to God, 
who hath given us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.’ 

So important in these respects was the death of 
Jesus. in the view of the sacred writers, that they are 
fond of ascribing to it all the benefits of the Gospel ; 
and use it to stand for the immediate and efficient cause 
of man’s salvation. because it bore so great a part ; by 
a figure of speech, similar to that of our Lord, who in 
giving an account of the Day of Judgment, grounds the 
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pardon of God on the deeds of charity, we have done ; 
singling that virtue out, because of its importance, to 
stand for the whole Christian character ; and in another 
place, impressed deeply with the great evil of the sins 
of the tongue, says, ‘by thy words shalt thou be ‘justi- 
fied, and by thy words shalt thou be condemned ;’ ex- 
cluding apparently all the actions of life from having a 
share in determining our final state. And in like man- 
ner du the Apostles ascribe to the death of Christ, the 
efficacy and power which belongs to his whole life, 
character, example, and doctrine ; because that event 
impressed their minds most strongly. 

V. It need hardly be addec after this, that we be- 
lieve in the resurrection of the dead and the life ever- 
lasting. We believe that in the death and resurrection 
of Jesus of Nazareth we have an assurance of our 
own resurrection and immortality. Death, we regard 
not so much as even a temporary, momentary extine- 
tion of being, but simply as the appointed manner in 
which we shall pass from one stage of existence to ano- 
ther—from earth to heaven ‘The grave shall not re- 
tainthe immortal, indestructible spirit ; butas the earthly 
house of its tabernacle is dissolved, it shall pass up- 
ward, and straitway be invested with that spiritual 
body which God shall provide. Hence to the virtuous 
man death has no terror, it is the gate of life. 

VI. But it is more to the purpose to observe in the 
next place, that this future life, which is made known 
and established by the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, is a life of retribution, of reward for virtue, of 
punishment for sin. We believe this doctrine of re- 
ward and punishment to be written in letters of light 
on every page of the New Testament ; we believe it 
to lie at the foundation of our Lord’s morality, to be 
its great enforcement and sanction. We believe it to 
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be surpassed in importance by not a single doctrine of 
the Bible. For however a few speculatiye and thinking 
men might pursue virtue and love it, obey Goi and love 
him, without the restraining influences of the doctrine of 
the future punishment of sin, the great mass of mankind 
could not, and would not. They are to be operated 
upon only by fear ; and unworthy as the motive may be, 
itis still better that they should be moved by that, than 
not atall. And if while the doctrine of future punish- 
ment, even of the efernity of future punishment, is 
seen to have so little effect on mankind, what Would be 
the consequences were this great restraint, (for great it 
still is) wholly removed, and heaven opened at once to 
ALL, the most abandoned, as well as the most pure and 
virtuous? While therefore we do not believe the eter- 
nity of all future punishment of sin, to be the doctrine 
either of Scripture or reason, and regard it as a tenet 
that bas in many respects an unhappy influence on 
human conduct and character, we reject, with still 
stronger disbelief, the ductrine of Universal Salvation, 
holding it to exert not. only, like the other, unhappy 
influences on human conduct, but to be fraught with 
the most pernicious consequences ; more pernicious to 
the interests of (hristian virtue, more fatal to the 
power and operation of Christ’s religion on earth, than 
result from any other opinion ever preached in the 
Christian church, or connected with the Gospel of the 
Saviour. We have been. and are by many confounded 
with Universalists on this point. But any one who 
attends at all to the subject, must see that the imputation 
of their distinguishing doctrine to us, is unjust. Wedo 
not receive it; Unitarians never have ; they look upon 
it with dread, and with strong convictions of its immo- 
ral influences. 


Rejecting the two extremes—the eternity of future 















UNITARIAN BELIEF. 


punishment, and the salvation of att men, without ex- 
ception or difference—we adopt what we conceive to 
be the true doctrine of Scripture on this point ; what 
seems to be implied in all our Saviour’s preachings 
and in all the writings of his Apostles, viz. the re- 
ward and punishment of mankind according to the deeds 
done in the body ; the righteous adjustment of future 
suffering, to the sins of each individual ; they who have 
been guilty of much, suffering much ; they who have 
been guilty of less suffering less ; but every sinner of 
every degree suffering in the proportion of his sin; 
not one escaping that wrath that is treasured up against 
every soul that doth evil, in the day when God shall 
deal with every man according to that which he hath 
done. But though we cannot refuse our most firm 
belief in this necessary truth-of the future suffering of 
the wicked, yet we think that it is not inflicted to gratify 
vengeance, or to satisfy an offended law, but for the 
same purpose, with the same view that sufferings are 
permitted here—in order tothe reformation, discipline, 
moral improvement, of the sufferer. We think that 
the production of happiness is the great aim in all the 
dispensations and plans of Divine Providence. We 
think there could not be any other object in the Divine 
mind in creating such a race of creatures as men, but 
their happiness. Their greatest moral excellence, and 
by consequence, their highest happiness, we believe to 
be brought about in great measure through the instru- 
mentality of pain. We think that pain and suffering on 
earth, are permitted, that the moral perfection of man, 
and therefore his greatest happiness may be the more 
effectually secured. We believe that the suffering of 
Futurity is made subservient to the same good and sub- 
lime end ; that it will therefore be disciplinary, reme- 
dial, purifying, saving, in its character, and will conse- 
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quently at some time cease ; at that time, whenever 
it shall be, that the offender shall be reformed by it, 
restored by it to the love and practice of virtue, to 
the love of God, and to a perception of the real great- 
ness of his nature, and the true ends of his being. 

Such, it is believed, are the views, on this subject. of 
most of the Unitarians. But though they believe thus, 
they seldom. many never, bring forward the doctrine 
to public notice, because they dread lest it should by 
any, be misconceived and received in a \atitude greater 
than is intended. They are satisfied, to use the scrip- 
ture expressions on the subject, in regard to the suf- 
ferings of the wicked, and the reward and happiness 
of the good, without pretending to say, what scripture 
has no where said, when those sufferings shall end. 
Scripture phraseology gives us to understand that, 
those sufferings shall be great, and dreadful, and 
enduring ; we believe it, and tremble in the belief— 
and repeat without commentary, the words of Christ 
and his apostles :* « Verily, I say unto you, these shall 
go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous 
into life eternal.’’ ‘+ God will render to every man, ac- 
cording to his deeds: to them that obey umighteous- 
ness, indignation, and wrath. tribulation, and anguish, 
upon every soul of man that doeth evil.” 

VII. In what light do we regard the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testament ? 

We receive the whole Bible. as containing the ac- 
counts of two distinct revelations of God to man: one 
to the Jews, by Moses, another to all mankind, by 
Jesus Christ. ‘These records, we receive, as the im- 
moveable rock, on which our faith as christians stands. 
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* Math, xxv. 46, + Rom. ii. &. 
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The assaults of infidelity, from the first centuries to 
the present hour, have been unable to affect the authen- 
ticity and genuineness of these sacred books. They 
still remain, after the most acute, searching, malignant 
investigations, unharmed, untainted by the slightest 
suspicion of their authority. ‘The most learned, and 
the most thorough and satisfactory defences of this 
volume, have been written by men who have held our 
opinions. None. we make bold to say. have ever felt 
their inestimable worth to the soul, more deeply, nor 
risen with a more generous ardour to beat down their 
enemies, than the Unitarians of England and America. 
Yet, greatly as we reverence and love this volume, 
we do not come to it with stupid, credulous, uninquir- 
ing minds, blinded and darkened by superstition, ready 
to take every word an verse in the sense which 
might first offer itself to an ignorant uncultivated rea- 
der. We think true reverence and love for this book 
are shewn in quite another manner ; by endeavoring to 
understand its true sense, bv the use of all those means 
we should resort to in the interpretation of any other 
book, of like antiquity. Seeing the Bible has come 
down through so many centuries, it is no wonder, that 
many errors should have crept into it, owing either to 
the carelessness of those who, before the art of printing 
was discovered, were occupied in copying it, or de- 
signed\y introduced, in times of high religious contro- 
weérsy, by unprincipled men, in order to make Scrip- 
ture utter their own opinions; a fraud that unquestion- 
ably gave the text of the three heavenly witnesses, its 
place in the New Testament. A fraud, however, let 
it be said in passing, equalled, or surpassed in moral 
obliquity, by those teachers of religion, who, at the pre- 
sent day, when the learned and honest of all persua- 
sions heve united in denouncing it as a torgery, will 
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place it at the head of a discourse as a genuine part of 
Scripture ; reason from it as such ; nor so much as in- 
timate to their hearers, that its genuineness was ever 
calledin question. Such dishonesty in the 1 9th century, 
surpasses in immorality the fraud in the 5th, of Vigilius 
Tapsensis, who is thought to have introduced it 
into the Scriptures. We regard it as one chief mark 
of reverence for the Scriptures, that we are eager to 
detect and expose. whatever corrupt passages or 
words, may either through carelessness or design, have 
found a place in either Testament. This we think to 
be our most honorable task; and if expunging such 
passages from the Bible, passages which the earliest 
manuscripts and versions do not contain, be charged 
upon us as a crime. long may it continue to be. 

We think too we best show our reverence for the 
Scriptures, and to God, who provided them for us, by 
using our best understanding, in discovering their sense. 
This we hold to be the highest, and noblest. occupa- 
tion of reason ; and we should esteem it far less crimi- 
nal, to forsake its guidance, on any other subjects, than 
on those which religion presents to our inquiry and 
contemplation. Religion being of all things else, the 
most momentous, it possesses a paramount claim, on 
the most diligent exercise of our highest powers, in its 
concerns. We think we might with comparative inno- 
cence, abandon our understanding in pursuits of philo- 
sophy and science, receiving with a blind and stupid 
assent, propositions we did not comprehend. But 
willfully to deny our reason, on the infinitely impor- 
tant subject of religion, cannot be other than a sad 
abuse of our nature, a high offence against God. But 
even they. who blame us for a too free use of reason, 
in determining the sense of Scripture, do themselves 
use it, in judging between Christianity and other reli- 
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gions ; and most frequently too in the construction and 
support of their own system of opinions. But shall 
any who use reason, sitting in judgment on the truth 

of Christianity itself, deny it to us in determining the 

sense of Christianity ; or forsake it themselves, on the 

lesser questions, touching the meaning of words and 

phrases? Moreover, shall they who hol such a doctrine 

as the Trinity, a doctrine of inference, and which 

could not stand. a moment, without the aid of reason— 
a doetrine indeed of reason und reasoning, and not of 
Scripture—shall they, who hold such truths as the dog- 
mas of Calvinism—doctrines. incapable of support, but 
by the most subtle and refined argument,—shall they de- 
nounce reason? Are-they the persons who can come 
forward with a good grace, and complain of Unitarians 
for the use which they make of their reason ? 

We receive the Scriptures, then, as the work of the 
inspired teacher.of God ; as the best gift of God to 
man, and, according to our best ability, we strive to 
understand them. We think that we do understand 
them ; that we have adopted principles of interpreta- 
tion that have led us to the truth; principles which 
we cannot doubt, will, with the gradual progress of the 
human mind toward universal truth be embraced by all, 
when we shall hope to see pure Christianity once more 
every where restored. and reigning in its original 
justre. May that time not be far distant ; and till it 


arrives, may we each, in our humble sphere, and ac- ° 


cording to our means, help the cause of gospel truth by 
our labour, by our example, by our zeal, by our charity, 
by our prayers. 

It will now be inferred by every reader of candour, if 
this should chance to fall into the hands of any beside 
those of our own persuasion, that in giving up ortho- 


doxy, we do not therefore give up faith, or morale, 
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or seriousness. It will be felt that these have no 
necessary cunnexion with, or dependence on the Trini- 
tarian system. 

We do not give up faith. No. Our faith in Jesus 
and the divine authority of his mission, and the heavenly 
origin of his religion, is fixed and unwavering. It is 
fixed and unwavering, because it is not a blind unin- 
telligent principle, but rests on the strong ground of 
reason and common sense, and must endure as long 
as they. Were it an assent to propositions, which 
were not understood and could not be, we should ex- 
pect it to be an unstable principle, for it would rest 
on what we should esteem a foundation of sand. Our 
faith is a sufficient one: sufficient for all our wants, 
as erring, tempted, sinful, and dying creatures. It re- 
tains all of orthodoxy that is divine, it rejects only that 
which is human and therefore worthless. So far as ortho- 
doxy means love and worship of God—faith in Jesus as 
the Messiah—reception and manifestation of the Chris- 
tian spirit—repentance and reformation—turning unto 
God by arenewed heart and a holy life—a hope of hea- 
ven anda fear of hell a trust in the mercy of God through 
Jesus the Mediator, as the only ground of salvation : 
so far is it according to the scriptures, and so far is 
our belief coincident with it. As far as it means more 
than this, so far do we deem it to be earthly and hu- 
man, and to be seyected. as every thing in religion is, 
which has not the stainp and warrant of a heavenly au- 
thority. Nothing, as we think, can be purer, or nobler, 
or more satislying than that faith which we profess. 
Nothing more powerful to subdue sin—to triumph over 
the world and temptation—to ammmate and confirm 
hope. It has counsel for prosperity—comfort for ad- 
versity—strength fur our weakness—consolation for 
sickness—hope for the hour of death—and promises for 
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eternity. This istenough for us. It is enough for life 
and death and judgment and eternity—it is all we 
want. Again we say, thanks be to God who giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

In giving up orthodoxy, we do not give up morals. 
{t is our reproach, on the other hand, that we think so 
much of morals, preach so much about moral living, and 
a good life ; and ground the happiness of a future state 
on a pure heart anda clear conscience. It ig true, that 
we think morality or virtue, or Christian holiness, to be 
every thing. It is every thing. True religion is mo- 
rality, or it is nothing. It cannot be any thing better ; 
for virtue is happiness and heaven, and heaven is God. 

We do not give up seriousness. They who imagine 
Unitarianism to be a system of worldliness and levity, 
are they who never looked at its principles. or who wil- 
fully misrepresent them. Unitarianism is seriousness and 
devotion. If Unitarians are not serious and devout, 
they are false to the principles which they profess, and 
the system is not justly answerable for their follies or 
their neglects, any more than Christianity is to be held 
accountable for the vices and errors of Christians, 
Unitarianism, we repeat it, is seriousness and devo- 
tion. It teaches that the interests of the soul are 
the dearest of all, and that he is little better than an 
insane person who can forget them, or put them off, 
or think lightly about them. _ It calls on man to remem- 
ber habitually his immortality, his accountableness to 
God, the tremendous consequences flowing from the 
life on earth, and to provide in season. by a holy life, 
a lively practical faith, an effectual repentance, for the 
eternal well-being of the soul. It teaches that as 

man’s strength is but weakness, and God is all-power- 
ful. we should seek unto God by prayer and a life of 
devotion, for that strength which we need, and which 
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he will bestow only on the sineere supplicant. It 
teaches that he only is a true disciple of Jesus, who 
prizes his religious hopes above all things else, and to 
secure them would be ready to sacrifice every other 
possession and every other hope. It is therefore a 
principle of seriousness and devotion. We think real 
seriousness and devotion in religion to be every thing, 
and that no other qualities or graces can compensate 
for their absence. It can surely matter but little, we 
are apt to say, how long one may have embraced the 
Christian profession, how often he may, have sat at the 
table of his Lord. how pure his creed may be from the 
thousand errors that prevail, how busily he may stir bim- 
self in the cause of sectarian faith, if with all this he 
has not made religion a matter of deep personal interest 
and inquiry, if he has not anxiously meditated on its 
momentous disclosures, if he has not applied it de 
voutly to his own heart and life. if he has not learned 
to love it for its own sake. and the sublime hopes which 
it inspires. We would ever remember, that while there 
is no safety to character or morals without religion. so 
there is no strength in religion to protect and to save, 
unless it is received into the heart a cherished and 
valued principle. 

Such is Unitarianism. We believe it in our hearts 
to be the only doctrine of the Gospel ; we believe it 
to be far more efficacious to promote holiness and sub- 
due sin, than any other form of Christianity; and 
therefore are we earnest in the work of its dissemi- 
nation. And to thisend do we labour and pray, that it 
may go forth in its strength, supplanting every corrupt 
doctrine ; reforming the lives, sanctifying the hearts, 
and saving the souls of men. 
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VITAL RELIGION. 





REItoN is a princi»le of action, and a sentiment 
of devotion. It is vital, when as a principle of action 
it is full of life and energy, and, as a sentiment of de- 
votion, ful! of warmth wnd sincerity. [t is obvious that 
religion may exist and bring forth some of its fruits 
without the qualities that impart to it its greatest 
power. Or rather, it may with more truth be said, 
that it is but seldom that we see it reigning in the soul 
in its undisputed, unresisted, proper authority. Com- 
paratively few examples are to be met with even in the 
purest Christian communities of the whole man, through- 
out the wirdle circle of his affections and passions, 
subject to the complete and perfect power of Religion. 
Notwithstanding, the nature and condition of man is 
such, in whatever part of creation he has been ob- 
served, that instinct or a feeling of dependence have 
conspired to make him in some sense a religious being ; 
and in proportion as he has been civilized and enlight- 
ened, this want of religion has been more pressingly 
felt, yet has he with a strange inconsistency, surren- 
dered to Religion, though confessed to beso neces- 
gary, and so good, and so ardently desired, as limited @ 
control as possible over the heart and the conduct, 
Even in periods and places of its highest culture and 
purest light, has he, while acknowledging its worth, 
resisted with the most hardened obstinacy its practical 
authority over himself. Christians. receiving Chris- 
tianity in its greatest purity, holding it to be of ines- 
timable worth for its counsels and revelations, will yet 
withhold from its sway, as far as can be done with any 
decent conformity to its precepts, their thoughts, their 
affections, and their actions. Of this descripton may 
3* 
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it be safely affirmed, is the greater proportion of Chris- 
tians throughout Christendom. They have been born 
within the limits of the Christian Church, have been 
nurtured in jts belief, have recognised by a thousand 
acts of formal worship its general authority, would be 
startled and angered at the imputation of infidelity, 
would perhaps unite in a crusade against the Mahome- 
tan or Pagan unbeliever, or the more dangerous heretic 
at home ; and after all, so far as religion stands for a 
principle of moral action and devotions] sentiment, 
they know, and feel, and care little or nothing about 
it. This is a deep stain on the Christian name; a 
heavy reproach on the Christian character. It is in 
effect a renunciation, an abandonment of religion as an 
inward, vital principle. At the same time it must be 
admitted, that the most partial and interrupted influen- 
ces of Christian truth. are better than none ; its most 
defective obedience better for man and society than its 
entire rejection. Its ivinity indeed, seems to be especi- 
ally manifested in the circumstance, that under its most 
forma! and insincere reception, it still exercises a power 
over character and conduct such as no other religion 
can boast of. 

But is not religion in effect abandoned and rejected, 
when it is denied an intimate approach to the heart, 
and a prevalent authority over the appetites and desires? 
What profits a mere show of obedience, when in all 
essential particulars there is open or secret resistance ? 
it is like the conduct of the patient toward his physi- 
cian, who, while he acknowledges his competency to 
cure and to save him, and feels the importance of con- 
formity to the prescribed rules, yet gives way perpe- 
tually to the calls of appetite, and defeats every plan 
that wisdom and benevolence had devised. There is, 
iq strict truth, no religion where there is not vital reli- 
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gion. There is no virtue where action is not guided by 
principle. There isno devotion where it is not hearty 
and sincere. A child that gives his parent an acciden- 
tal chance obedience, is without virtue, for his obe- 
dience is without principle, and cannot therefore be de- 
pendedon. And the Christian who gives to the laws 
of Christ and God his obedience, only as far as it is 
convenient and easy to do it, is to be numbered among 
those who obey them not at all. 

Religion, to be valuable and useful. 6r acceptable to 
God, must be vital. It must be received not only as a 
system of truths to be believed, but to be obeyed, re- 
flected upon, treasured in the heart, and referred to as 
a universal rule of thought and conduct. The Chris- 
tian who is disposed to honour his religion and his 
master, will make it his unceasing study and his daily 
prayer, that he may adorn the doctrine of God his Sa- 
viour in all things. Feeling his relation to God as his 
creature, his child, the heir of his glory, he will aim to 
cultivate those devout sentiments which belong to those 
relations. Nor will he think that he has done his duty 
by the religion which God has vouchsafed to provide, 
if he has not suffered it to enter the heart and kindle 
there the flame of a lively devotion, to form him in 
every possible virtue after the divine likeness, and lead 
him by all the acts and habits of a life of habitual piety, 
to some near acquaintance with the author of his being. 
Feeling, too, his relation of discipleship to Jesus Christ 
his teacher, guide, and Saviour, he will see that hig 
duty to him is not to be wholly discharged by a cold 
acknowledgment of his authority, a nominal profes- 
sion of faith in him, by a zealous defence of certain 
modes of belief, nor by a liie of decent conformity to 
his rules. He will confess the obligation of stronger 
and nearer ties, of warmer, tenderer emotions. A 
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strong affection will go forth toward the Saviour, and 
will be assiduously cultivated, a profound sentiment of 
gratitude will fill and exalt his bosom, a holy reverence 
of the stainless perfection of his character will be in- 
spired; and these deep and ardent feelings will issue in 
an obedience of his Jaws, and an imitation of his vir- 
tues, such as it is the purpose and tendency of genuine 
religion to produce. Again, the Christian who is dis- 
posed to honour his religion and let it rule as a prin- 
ciple full of life and vigour, feeling the relation in which 
he stands to his fellow-men. as their brother. fellow-so- 
journer, fellow-sinner, will confess the paramount 
obligation of benevolent feeling and beneficent action 
in all the various possible modes of their manifestation. 
He will never for a moment yield to the stupid delusion 
that harshness toward man, oppression, want of honour 
and integrity, of kindness and love, of the social and 
domestic virtues, can be atoned for by any number or 
variety of religious acts, or by any intensity of religious 
faith and zeal. The evident and bofindless love of the 
universal Parent for man, without distinction of cha- 
racter, condition. or faith, he will receive as the defi- 
nition and rule of his duty to his brother. Again, in 
relation to his own spiritual improvement. such a Chris- 
tian as has been supposed, will consider that religion 
has large and urgent claims on his affections. on his 
whole nature and being, which he will not think to be 
sufficiently met by such a return as most Christians are 
gontent to give. He will remember that God, through a 
high and merciful purpose for his happiness and glory, 
has furnished him with capacities for vast attainments in 
knowledge and virtue, has appointed him to an unending 
existence after death, and throuvh Jesus Christ has done 
marvellous things for his salvation froin sin. and bis full 
preparation for an imortal felicity. He will feel there- 
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fore, that it is no heartless. reluctant service, which he 
is to render to his Maker and Saviour for so much love, 
He will feel, that though he should deny himself by 
the rules of an habitual] temperance, though he should 
make it his meat and his drink to do the will of God, 
though he should bend himself with the whole energy 
of his nature to the accomplishment of the great work 
of life. the preparation for death, he will still have done 
no more than it was his duty to do, and will be far, 
very far from deserving at the hands of the Arbiter of 
his destiny that glorious recompense, which neverthe- 
less the Gospel has promised to the faithful ; ‘* be thou 
faithful unto death, and | will give thee a crown of 
life.” 

These things. the Christian who is disposed to re- 
ceive religion as a vital principle, will ‘cl himself 
bound todo. And can such a life be justly termed 
over-righteous—fanatical? Never. Is there such @ 
thing as being too religious—understanding by religion 
@ principle of moral action and a sentiment of rational 
devotion? Can he who has received every thing— 
life and all it affords, and the promise of immortality, 
make too large a return of the poor gifts he alone can 
offer, to the bountiful Giver? Can man love God too 
well—or serve him too faithfully—or worship him too 
asincerely—or do his will too cheerfully—or bear it too 
patiently? Little fear need be entertained of being 
religious over-much. Little pains need be taken to 
guard the heart against the too engrossing power 
of religion. So long as earth, and pleasure, and 
business, and science. and art, and the toils of ambi- 
tion retain their attractions. there will be little danger 
that religion wil! gain too much vitality. or warmth, or 
authority. Sometimes, it is true, when religion is er- 
roneously thought to consist in seasons of worship, in 
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rites and ceremonies, in extravagances of demeanour, 
in violent ecstasies, frequent and excessive raptures, 
then indeed there may be too much of it. It will in- 
trude on other and better occupations. But in these 
forms it is an error, and is to be avoided and condemned 
assuch. Let not this, however, bring discredit on the 
acts and exercises, the duties and labours of real reli- 
gion. Because some have mistaken or abused what in 
itself is good, and brought an evil name upon it, let 
not others loosely cast it from them without examina- 
tion. For, whatever a few. in their false conceptions 
of the nature of true religion, may have done to raise 
disgust against it. it would betray inexcusable levity to 
suffer this to avert the. mind from the whole subject, 
and constitute an apology for indifference and uncon- 
cern. Never is religion to be lightly treated. Reli- 
gion must always be the most important subject that 
can claim the attention of a rational being. The ob- 
jects which it presents are the most awful and majestic ; 
the life and duties it demands, the most dignified and 
exalted ; the prospects it unfolds, the most interesting 
and transporting: and that man must be dead to the 
noblest and purest susceptibilities of his nature, who 
can turn from them with indifference, or think of them 
without emotion. ‘Upon this subject,” says Paley, 
‘nothing is so absurd as indifference. no folly so con- 
temptible as thoughtlessness and levity.” 


E. I. 
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SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Oo. ie 


And they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being 
interpreted is; God with us. —Mat. i. - 3. 


On this verse, it may be remarked, that the more 
intelligent advocates of the Trinity make little or no 
account of it. Inthe mouths. however, of most people, 
it still passes for a most satisfactory proof-text on the 
doctrine of the Trinity. A few observations will 
suffice. 

It seems to be generally a:!imitted that the words of 
Isaiah are not * propletical of Christ, and the name 
and nature he should bear but are to be confined to 
the immediate event of which the prophet was then 
speaking ; and that the Evangelist refers.to the event 
recorded by the prophet, only as applying remarkably 
to, and suiting the circumstances of the Saviour’s birth 
and office. Ahaz king of Judah was in fear for his 
kingdom, the two kings of Syria and Israel having 
come upon him, and God promised Ahaz that before a 
child, soon to be born, should be grown up, and whose 

name, in token of the intended deliverance, should be 
called Immanuel, i. e. God with us, the two kingdoms 





* Rosenmuller says, ** Mattheus igitur loco Jesarac nen utitue 
ut vaticinio proprie sic dicto; non tamen verba P,ophete citat 
quasi ornatus poetici, vel accommodationvis caussa, sed propter 
veram et magnam similitedinem rerum tempore Achasi et tem- 
pore suo gestarum.”—Ros. in loc. 
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of his enemies should be overthrown. God would be 
with him, i. e. give him the victory over his enemies. 
Jesus having come as the messenger of God to save 
mankind from their greatest enemy, sin, the Evangelist 
recollecting the incident in the history of Ahaz, intro- 
duces it in illustration of his subject. But as God did 
not come on earth in his own person, to interpose in 
behalf of Ahaz, so neither does the Evangelist intend 
to convey the idea that because he applies the name 
Immanuel to Jesus, tliat i’ jad come in his own per 
son to save mankind from their sins. 

But the true answer to any argument drawn from 
this verse in favour of the Deity of Christ, and the only 
one which it requires, is found in the circumstance, 


that it was a customary thing among the Jews to give 
to their children significant names ; and very often such 


as were composed in part, of the word God; e. g. 
Elijah, means God the Lord—Lemuel. God with them 
—Elihu, God himself—Mathathias given of God, and 
soon. So that there is no more evidence to be de- 
rived from the name that Jesus was God, because he 
was called Immanuel, than there is from the circum- 
stance that because men have been named Elijah, &c. 
that they were each therefore God, by a mysterious 
union with the divine nature. 

But supposing the prophecy to have the strictest 
application to Jesus, we say that he was called Imma- 
nuel not in reference to his nature, but the office he was 
to sustain, and the abundant communications of the 
Spirit of God with which he was to be favoured. In 
this respect he was indeed Immanuel. God was with 
him by the miracles which he wrought, by the pro- 
phecies which he uttered, by the doctrines he held forth, 
and as really as if he had been personally united to the 
man Jesus. 





SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


John, x. 30.—I and my Father are one. 


On this text, the remarks of Professor Stewart are 
all that can be wanted. 

‘It is a clear case, that the Jews here seem to have 
understood Christ, as claiming equality with God, or 
rather claiming to be God. (See verse 33,) But f 
am not satisfied, that the manner in which they often 
expounded his words, is a sure guide for our interpre- 
tation of them at the present time. The malignant 
disposition which they frequently displayed, may well 
lead us to suspect, that they would, if possible, put 
such a construction on his words, as would subject him 
to the imputation of blasphemy, or rebellion against 
the Roman government. I would expound the words 
of Christ therefore, independently of any construction 
which his embittered enemies put upon them. And in 
the present case it seems to me, that the meaning of 
‘1 and my Father are one,’ is simply, ‘ I and my Father 
are united in counsel, design, and power.’ 

« So in John xvii. 20, 21, Christ prays that ¢ all who 
shall believe on him may be one. As thou, Father,’ 
continues he, ‘ art in me, and I in thee; so they also 
may be one in us ;’ i. e. that the disciples may have the 
‘same mind which was in Christ Jesus ;’ may copy 
after his example, and be united in the temper of their 
souls to him, as he is to God; may be one with the Fa- 
ther and with him. 

‘* So also, in Gal. iii. 28, Christians of different ranks 
and nations are said to be one in Christ: and 1 Cor. 
iii. 3, he that planteth and he that watereth are one; 
i. e. they have the same affections and designs ; they 
are united to accomplish the same object.”’ 

Accordant authority, and sufficiently orthodox, may 
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be brought to place this passage in its true light. Chry- 
sostom says, ‘‘ when.our Lord says, ‘I and my Father 
are one,’ he means one in power, for concerning that 
was his discourse.”’ Basil says, ‘‘ For when our Lord 
had declared concerning believers, ‘ No man can take 
them out of my hand, and my Father who gave them 
to me is greater than all, and no man can take them 
out of my Father’s hand,’ and therefore adds, «I and 
my Father are one,’ ’tis plain, by the word one he means 
one and the same in power.” 

Calvin remarks on it thus: ‘« The ancients abused 
this text, in attempting to prove from it that Christ is 
of the same essence with the Father, for Christ is not 
speaking of the unity of substance, but of a union, by 


virtue of which whatsoever he did would be confirmed 
by the Father.” 
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Tue number of the Christian Pioneer for August, 
gives an exceedingly interesting account of the meet- 
ing of the Presbyterian synod of the County of Ulster, 
at which the great question of Unitarianism was agi- 
tated. It was started by a Mr. Magill who, on the 
opening of the synod, moved that Mr. Porter, the clerk, 
be no longer continued in that office, he having avowed 
himself an Arian. On this, the debate became warm 
and violent ; and during two or three days, ample scope 
was afforded for the spirit of orthodoxy to manifest 
itself, in all its native bitterness and exclusiveness. A 
correspondent of the editor says to him, in a letter, 
from the place where the synod was held, «« You need 
not be offended at the language which was applied to 
the types, paper, and press of the Pioneer, for the Ari- 
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ans were called, when face to face, ‘ high-way rob- 
bers—low-way robbers—wolves in sheeps’ clothing— 
Mahometans—infidels—atheists’—and various other 
names, not almost, but altogether, in the style of Bil- 
lingsgate. A Mr. Blakely from the County Down, ven- 
tured to remind his brethren who had used the harsh 
expressions, that Arians and Socinians, as they were 
called, had been the noblest and most successful defen- 
ders of Christianity, and the best ornaments of litera- 
ture ; and that, if the writings of Locke, Lardner, Mil- 
ton, Newton, Abernethy, Emlyn, and other celebrated 
individuals were lost, it would be difficult, if not impossi- 
ble, to supply the deficiency.” 

We inake no apology for presenting nearly the whole 
of the proceedings, as we are sure we could give nothing 
more novel, or, rightly considered, more instructive. 
Much may be inferred from them respecting the charac- 
ter, manners, talent, &c. of the Irish clergy, and as to 
the state of religion generally. It will be seen too, that 
Unitarianism has many and fearless advocates, in Ireland; 
it appearing that thirty or forty, of this same synod, were 
known to hold Unitarian sentiments. We gather also 
abundant evidence toa point, which indeed did not 
need corroboration, viz. that Trinitarianism is essen- 
tially an anti-social system, and in its full influence 
on the heart of man, renders him exclusive, overbear- 
ing, persecuting. If the meek and gentle spirit of 
Christianity be ever shamelessly and profanely vio- 
lated, if the religion of the Saviour be ever disho- 
noured and trampled under foot, it is surely when 
men like these calvinistic Irish Divines, calling them- 
selves Christians, are guilty of actions and senti- 
ments, such as the reports of the doings of this Ulster 
synod bring to light. 

Mr. Magill introduced his motion for the dismissal 
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of the clerk on account of his Unitarianism, with the 
following precious remarks. It is a pity but they had 
been reported more at length. 


‘Mr. Magill continued, and complimented Mr, Porter for his 
readiness in giving his evidence ; and expressed his anxiety that 
the mind of man should be left ‘ free as the wind ;” but he re- 
gretted that this body should have been wounded through the 
effects of Mr. Porter’s evidence. He said that he was the sincere 
friend of the Belfast Institution ; and regretted that it had been 
wounded through the Arianism of the Synod; and not by Arian- 
asm in itself. * lt would appear,” said he, “ that we have Arians in 
this body; more real than professed ones. In the name of Christ, 
let us see who ere these masked characters, who hide themselves 
in the waters of infidelity. Ithad been said, ‘they were few in 
number ;’—the ‘thinking few.’ He trusted they would be few 
indeed ; like some poisonous plants, which, though placed at the 
distance of a thousand miles from each other, yet withered and 
destroyed all around them.” Mr. Magill then inquired for the 
Arian Creed; and compared a High Arian and Low Arian, toa 
high-way and low-way robber—for they robbed the Son of the 
Eternal God of his Crown of Glory!! He contrasted the Minutes 
of the Synod of 1824, with the assertion that Arian principles had 
been progressive since 1726 ; and proceeded to inquire, by what 
spiritual free-masonry these Arians knew each other? For, it 
appears that our Clerk is theirgrand master! After stating, that 
unless he were to raise up his voice in the cause of the Holy Gos- 
pel of the Lord Jesus, he could not enjoy the repose of his pillow ; 
and that this being the first time an Arian had avowed himself to 
be svch in this assembly, we should view it like the fabled Sala- 
mander, and crush it. He made some allusion to the people of 
lndia, Africa, and the South Seas, fixing their eyes on the Synod 
of Ulster; and proceeded to move, that *Mr. Porter, having 
avowed himself an Arian before the Commissioners of Irish Edu- 
cation Luquiry, be no longer continued Clerk to the body.” It 
was seconded, without comment, by the Rev. Mr. Simpson of 
Dublin. 

We must omit some of the speeches, and confine ourselves to the 
more pithy ones. The main points will still be sufficiently under- 
stood. 

“ Mr, Elder, sen. said, that he had voted for Mr. Porter to be 
appointed Clerk; but he did not then know he was an Arian. 
From the time he saw the Minutes of the Education Commission 
Inquiry, he had changed his opinion. He said he could not look 
onan Arian as a brother: because the Arian denied that the Lord 
Jesus was God over all! Mr. Elder then quoted a long list of 
texts of Scripture in support of his peculiar opinions; and went 
on to lament the present state of the Synod—inploring it to con- 
sider in what light it must he looked on by Government? We 
are, said he, a body of Non-Subscribers ? and whilst subscription 
has waned, Arianism has been gaining ground. Dr. Bruce has 
said it was gaining ground in the Synod: Mr. Porter has avowed 
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the sane; and, therefore he ee. E.) must join in voting him 


out of the Clerkship. He had been forty-seven years a member ; 
he might never again be heard in the assembly; and he would, 
therefore, now raise up his warning voice, and implore them to 
purge Arianism out of the Synod; for as the cause of Arianism 
increased, the cause of the Lord Jesus declined! He lamented to 
hear two members of this body declare themselves Arians; and 
deplored the state of their congregations. If the Synod allowed 
them longer to remain in it, they would infect the whole body: 
and we\can never expect to enjoy the glorious blessings of eternal 
joy through the Everlasting Head of our Charch! For,should we 
remain as we are, how dreadful must be our situation, at the great 
Day of Judgment, before the Throne of the Most High, and in the 
congregation of Saints and Angels! 

** Mr, Cook had heard much about the unity of the spirit in the 
bond of peace. Before God, he could not silently stand by and 
contemplate a unity of the spirit between men who assert Christ 
to be a mere man, or a little more than a mere man, and those 
who believe him to be the Eternal Son of God, the Supreme God 
over all, What unity can there be between the man who looks 
on Jesus Christ as an exalted angel, and he who worships him ag 
the Supreme and Divine Head of the Christian Church, the Ever- 
lasting Father, the Prince of Peace? Can persons who hold such 
different opinions about the means of eternal salvation, hold the 
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace? No, never. Let us 
withdraw from them ; that we may, in sincerity and in truth, give 
unto our Lord and Master, even the Lord Jesus, that divine ho- 
mage without which there can be no unity of the spirit. Let us 
divide, and let Lot’s flock take the right bank of the Jordan, and 
Abraham’s the left—but, in God’s name, divide our flocks. 

“ Mr. S. Dill said he should deem himself unworthy of the charac- 
ter of « preacher of the word of his Divine Master, if he did not 
stand forward, and bear testimony to certain doctrines of the 
Christian religion. Though he felt no desire to tyrannise over the 
minds of men—for opinion should be free as the wind—yet great 
care should be taken of the religious qualifications of the members 
of this body. Liberality has too long beef the watch-word of scep- 
ticism ; and he much doubted whether the liberality now contend- 
ed for, did not partake of that character. He contended, that 
Calvinism and Arianism could not both be the doctrine of the Scrip- 
tures ; for the poles cannot be more opposite than they are. There- 
fore, Arians and Calvinists should neither worship in the same 
temple, nor give each other the right hand of fellowship. In fact 
they do not worship the same God; for, if any doctrine be mére 
clearly revealed in the Scriptures than another, it is, that Christ 
is God!! Christ is the corner-stone of our religion; remove it, 
and the entire fabric tumbles into ruin. 

** Dr. Hanna had yesterday breatheda sigh, to think, that of late 
this Synod can never meet without a constant recurrence of such 
unpleasant and distracting discussions ; and it should he borne ia 
mind, that when Mr. Porter gave his evidence, he was on his 
oath. Mr. Porter is a man, of whom all who know him have the 
highest opinion; and we must give him the fullest credit for his 
talents as a Clerk to this body, and for his best intentions to do his 
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duty faithfully. But, it appears, that the present charge is not on 
account ofhis incorrectness as a Clerk, but because he has avowed 
aimself to be an Arian. In such circumstances, it might be well 
that @ measure were brought forward to clear this body of the 
charge of Arianism; and this he would not object to. Allusions 
have also been made to dividing the Synod: he deprecated all 
such attempts, as calculated to increase the very thing they wished 
to destroy. Drive the, Arians from amongst you, or withdraw 
from them, and you ate adopting the very way of establishing 
and confirming Arianism. Gentlemen who wanted to purify the 
body, should recollect that division is not the way. He was satis- 
fied, that Arianism was dying a natural death! and he wished 
for some measure to be adopted, more agreeable to him than the 
motion or amendment, which would clear the Synod from the 
charge made against it, of countenancing Arianism. 

“ Mr. Stewart of Broughshane said, it was the first time he had 
ever heard of a body dead to its reputation and character; for 
we Ought to use our best endeavours to stand well in the opinion 
of Government, from which we receive so great support! In- 
deed, of late years, Government has paid more than ordinary at- 
tention to this body; and perhaps the very examination of our 
Clerk, was in consequence of its anxiety to become better acquain- 
ted with us!! 

**Mr. John Orr said, that the meeting would do well to recollect, 
that there was a much larger attendance of ministers and elders 
from the neighbourhood of Strabane, than from the other districts 
in which the members of this body reside. For example, the county 
of Down was not fairly represented: on this account, the Synod 
should pause before passing a measure whieh involved the char- 
acter of the entire body. 

“ Mr. Campbell of Templepatrick, believed it was the influence 
of the Regium Donum which led to this discussion; that was the 
apple of discord which was thrown into this body. He referred to 
the change which had taken place in some men’s minds, relative 
to Mr. Porter ; and attributed it to another cause than the opera- 
tions of conscience. He believed some were operated on by a de- 
sire to please their people,and a love of popularity; and he knew 
of others who had changed their opinions through other motives 
than the love of God. He koew members who had no objection to 
give to an Arian the right hand of fellowship; but who withdrew 
it, when a larger sum of money was the reward! 

« Mr. Cook inquired, if he meant him ? 

«6 Mr. Campbell—I do. 

«€ Mr. Cook said, that he had indeed once beenin communion with 
an Arian Presbytery; and that connexion had left such deep 
wounds in his conscience, as nothing but the blood of Christ and 
the Spirit of the Holy Ghost, could heal ! 

Mr. S. Dill approved of Mr. Campbell's candour, and inquired, 
whether Mr: Campbell was an Arian or Socinian ? 

“ Mr. F. Blakely hoped we should have neither a opish nor 
Presbyterian Inquisition in this house. 

* On Wednesday the question was put, when there appeared for 
the Amendment, 91—Against it, 59—Majority, for Mr Porter’s 
continuance in office, 32. 
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Orthodox Test. 


“ Thursday, June 28. Mr. Cooke gave in a Protest, signed by 
43 members, against Mr. Porter’s appointment to be Clerk; which, 
after some discussion, was ordered by a majority of 10, to be en- 
tered in the Minutes.”’ 

‘¢ Mr, Cooke rose, and said, that the Synod had done great 
honour to itself by the vote it had just passed. As we would stand 
well in the eyes of the world, as ministers of the Lord Jesus, he 
conceived we were called on to put on record our opinions regard- 
ing certain great leading doctrines of our faith. With this view, 
he was prepared with a list of the members of this Synod, and 
wag ready to affix a mark to each of those ministers’ names, whom 
he believed to be Arian. This would afford Dr, Wright an oppor- 
tunity of expressing those sentiments on this subject, to which he 
seemed so anxious to give utterance. An honest man (continued 
he) is said to be the noblest work of God; and it would be the 
act of honest men, for us to state to the world what is our belief, 
and to let our people know what our sentiments really are. If 
we rely for our salvation on Christ Jesus, it is surely worth our 
while to declare unto men that such is our belief; and that we 
cast ourselves wholly and solely on him for salvation—on him, 
who ig the refuge of all that come unto him, It is surely worth 
while, that the Arians should tell to the world what their views 
are, on the great question of their own and their congregations? 
souls’ eternal welfare. The proceedings of this body have found, 
and the transactions of this day will find, their way to the British 
metropolis, nay, over the whole British empire, and even into the 
Continent of Europe, and our colonies abroad; and they will be 
animadverted on with all the severity and want of candour for 
which certain publications are proverbial! After the avowals and 
the declarations we have heard made in this house, we cannot 
go home to our people, without leaving something on record, 
which will enable them to know whoare the Arians, and who are 
not. He had heard men in that house say, that our souls’, eter- 
nal salvation does not depend on the saving grace of the bloud of 
the Lord Jesus. He conceived those persons, who differed from 
him on this subject, were in error; but they may not be so; and 
were he to stand alone in the measure he had Mow brought forth, 
he would put the issue of the question to the test. In the begin- 
ning, God said, * Let there be light, and there was light.” Now, 
if we have the light in us, let us set it on the hill of our salva- 
tion,—let us set it on the hill of the pulpit,—let us set it on the hill 
of the public press,—and let it so shine before men, that our deeds 
may be seen and known! “If [ could conceive that there was 
the slightest attempt to persecute for the sake of opinion, in the 
motion 1 have now made, I should be the last man who would 
put my hand to further such a measure. I have no right to insti- 
tute any proceeding which might interfere with men’s £100 or 
£150 a-year: it is not with that view that I have prepared the 
resolution I wish this meeting to sanction with their approval; but 
it is the blessed light of God which has opened my eyes to the dan- 
ger, and which direets me to withdraw from those men whose 
views are not ag my views; and whose hopes of salvation do not 
rest on the same rock as mine! Dr. Wright has expressed a wish, 
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that I should point out who the thirty-five or forty Arians are, in 
this body. If he wishes for it, ] am ready to go over the list of the 
Synod, and to put a mark opposite to those whom I believe to be 
Arians. The blood of Jesus is so precious to all who wish to be 
saved through him, that none who sincerely believe in hina, will 
deny him. Let us at once, then, lay hold of the tréth, and openly, 
before men, say whether the Eternal Son of God be indeed the God 
of our Salvation !”. Mr. Cooke concluded by moving an Orthodox 
Test of Faith in the Trinity. 

“Mr. Porter said, that with regard to the Test which it is now 
proposed to impose on the members of this body, he would beg 
leave to remind the advocates of that measure, that attempts at 
uniformity of opinion in matters of faith, have been the cause of 
all the contentions, persecutions, and schisms, which have taken 
place in the Christian Church. Such attempts have iuvariably 
been abortive. They may, and must produce hy pocrisy ; but 
they can never produce unanimity. So long as different men have 
different degrees of natural understanding; and so long as they 
are reared under the influence of different prejudices and prepos- 
sessions, there are certain subjects on which they will always 
disagree. If a doctrine be true, it will, under the providence of 
God, ultimately become prevalent. If it be not true, theanost 
*. rigid test by whichitcan beenforced, will not prevent it from gra- 
dually coming tonought. As well might you attemptto arrest the 
progress of the in-coming tide, by opposing to it the puny dykes 
which children sometimes form of the sand on its shore, as at- 
tempt to stop the progress of truth, (if truth ison our side) by 
any Synodical declaration or regulation which can possibly be 
devised. We have proofs in abundance, of the utter inefficacy of 
Synodical Acts, when opposed to the temper of the times. The 
Antrim separation was caused by a strict enforcement cf sub- 
seription to the Westminster Confession ; ‘and, until very lately, 
we had upon our books line upon line, and law upon law, re- 
quiring unqualified subscription to that formula. What was the 
consequence? In the course of time, those laws ceased to be en- 
forced, and subscription was very generally laid aside, 

Calvinism is held, by different men, with different degrees of 
strictness. There are shades of difference in opinion amongst the 
gentlemen who are for imposing the present test. Would every 
one of them be willing to declare, at this moment, his belief in 
all the doctrines of the Westminster Confession? Some of them 
would not. Yet, on the very same principle, on which this test 
is supported, these men might be called upou by their more rigid 
associates, either to declare their entire approbation of that for- 
mula, or subject themselves to the odium of the ignorant multitude 
by declining to do so. Would they not think it hard, to be re- 
duced to such an alternative? Let them do unto others as they 
would wish to be done by. As for himself, he had no personal 
interest in this matter. His sentiments were well known; and 
he could incur no additional reproach by, declining the test pro- 
posed. On gengfal priticiples; he declared-himself hostile to all 
human tests igmatters of faith. Presbyteriahs are in the habit 
of boasting at the Bibleeand the Bible only, is their creed ; 
and of mairtaining the full sufficiency. of the Scriptures, for 
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bringing men to the knowledge of all needful truth. Then, where 
can be the necessity for any human exposition of faith? God 
never left his word for man to mend. Mr. P. looked on all such 
tests as the present, not only as restraints on freedom of inquiry, 
and eonsequently injurious to the interests of truth, but as pre- 
sumptuous encroachments on the authority of Christ, who is the 
sole legislator in his own church. For men to usurp his peculiar 
prerogative, is an act of spiritual rebellion. No doubt, every 
religious society has a right to inquire into the character and 
qualifications of all those persons who wish to enter it, either as 
ordinary members, or as ministers. But in judging of these quali- 
fications, the society, or church, must be altogether regulated by 
the rules laid down in the gospel. We ought always to keep in 
mind, that whatever be the case with other Churches, ours is not 
a civil society, governed by the laws of wan, but a religious body, 
which is, or at least ought to be, under the exclusive contro! of laws 
enacted by Christ. Neither the Presbyterian Church, therefore, 
nor any other church, hag a right to act as if it were a civil so- 
ciety. We have no right to frame new regulations by general 
consent, and exclude such persons as will not submit to those 
arbitrary and innovating impositions. The laws of Christ, and 
his laws only, are the rules by which we are on all occasions to 
be directed. If we look into the Gospel, we shall find the test of 
admission to the Christian Church exceecingly simple. Every 
one who confesses that Christ has come in the flesh, is to be re- 
ceived. Belief in the Lord Jesus Christ was the profession of faith 
which was required of the Eunuch. We are told, that in every 
nation, he that feareth God, and worketh righteousness, will be 
accepted—that is, is worthy of being received into the Christian 
Church ; for that is unquestionably its primary import. 

“ Mr. Brown (of Tobermore) rose to propose an amendment 
to Mr. Cooke’s motion, which he prefaced in an address of con- 
siderable length ; in the course of which, he urged the impolicy 
of dividing the body, and thus distracting the best interests of 
Presbyterianism in Ireland. He went on to explain his views of 
the Christian religion, by stating his belief that the doctrines of 
his faith were contained in the writings of Calvin aud Knox, and 
in the Westminster Confession of Faith; and expressed his belief 
that those doctrines formed the religion of this body. He regretted 
that Arianism had been exhibited amongst the members of the 
Synod, and acknowledged that Mr. Cooke was an able champion 
of his party. He would gladly fight under Mr. Cooke’s banners; 
but in this instance, the views of that gentleman were too narrow 
and contracted to enable him to do so. He was desirous thata 
measure should be now adopted, which would clear this body 
from a charge of Arianism; but he had several objections to Mr. 
Cooke’s motion, It did not embrace grounds sufficiently extensive 
—it was not agrecable to the writings of Calvin—it had not 
come through the Committee of Overtures, where it would have 
received the necessary modifications—and it was not calculated 
to heal the wound made in this body, by the charge made against 
it of fostering Arian principles; but rather to increase and ex- 
tend the disease. I tell you (said Mr. B.) a division of this body 
will strengthen the power of your enemies, and vitally injure the 












UNITARIANISM IN IRELAND. 


cause of Protestantism. He then moved an amendment, to the 
effect—that the doctrines of the Christian religion are contained 
in the writings of Calvin and Kuox, and it the Westminster Con- 
fession of Faith ; and that these are the ductrines of this body. 

‘€ Dr. Wright seconded Mr. Biown’s motien. He observed, that 
early in life he had joined the Bangor Presbytery, because he 
could no then conscientiously sign the Westminster Confession 
of Faith ; since which period he had changed his opinion on that 
Subject. i 

‘* Mr. Carlile expressed his astonishment at hearing any 
sensible man proposing such a measure as that which had just 
been submitted to the house, by the two last speakers, Was Dr. 
Wright, or any one present, prepared to say, that le had read 
the whole works of Calvin and John Knox? Or, if they had, 
were they prepared to subscribe'to those writings? For his part, 
he was not. He would not sign the resolution, as it now stood, 
if it passed: he had objections to the composition, the wording, 
grammar, &c. He.ohjected particnlarly to the word * essence” 
—which, were he called on. to explain, after signature, he could 
notdo. It was a philosophical question, to inquire into that sub- 
ject; and as it could not be found in Scripture, he would object 
toit. After expressing himself anxious forthe ‘body remaining 
united, and imploring the Synod not to press their brethren, with- 
out affording them time for consideration, he suggested several 
alterations in Mr, Cooke’s motion. 

“ Dr. Hanna said, that whilst he was a Calvinist, he wished to 
avoid the terms which are used by Calvinists, in the various dis- 
cussions which have occurred in the Church, He would suggest 
the omission of the words, ‘‘ essence,” “ godhead,” Xtc. and 
would supply their places with simpler and more scriptural lan- 
guage. If Mr. Cooke pressed his motion as it now stood, he 
would not sign it. 

** A debate now ensued, of considerable length, between the 
Orthodox ministers, relating to the terms which should be applied 
in denoting the persons of the Trinity. Mr. Stewart (Brough- 
shane) said that dny word in high Dutch or low Dutch, would to 
him be just as intelligible as the term “ essence.” r. Elder 
wished the word “ Godhead” introduced ; and differed greatly 
with Dr. Hanna’sexplanation of Scripture. One member wished 
the term to be “ Father, Word, and eae Father, 
Son, and Spirit”—another, “ Father, Word, and Holy Ghost” — 
another, *‘ Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” 

“Mr. Montgomery here rose, and observed, that surely it was 
but fair, that brethren of a humbler capacity should be allowed 
some licence, in deciding on these nice points, when the Calvinis- 
tic Fathers themselves could not agree about the very epithets 
which should be applied to the Deity. 

“Mr. Campbell (Templepatrick) rose, and said,—Moderator, 
TI have reflected with seriousness on the speech I made a few eve- 
nings ago. I have been writhing under the lashes | received; 
sal no wonder, for they were laid on with a heavy hand, One 
Member, for whom I ever entertained a sincere friendship (Mr. 
M‘Cullough), pronounced my sentiments on that occasion blas- 
phemous,—and said, that when he heard them, he could have sl.ed 
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tears, and was disposed to take up his hat-and depart from the 
house. Another (Mr. MrClelland of Ahoghill), pronounced them 
damnable. Mr. Cooke alleged, that they were the bark of per- 
sonal righteousness, which would be overwhelmed in the ocean of 
misery ; and Mr. Stewart, after expressing his esteem for me per- 
sonally, declared that they were unsound and unscriptural. Sir, 
I have attended Synod for thirty-one meetings. To the meeting 
of Synod I always looked forward as a season of jubilee. It has 
proved widely different on the present occasion. Since the deli- 
very of that speech, I have been shunned by all my Fathers and 
Brethren, as if there were something pestilential about me, and 
as if whomsoever came within the halo, must have his mind in- 
fected. 

* But, Sir, in vindication of myself, I feel called on to make 
an exposition of my sentiments. I believe, Sir, in the Divinity 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, as firmly as any man in this assembly, 
[ believe in the Divinity of his Mission, his Works, his Office, and 
his Character. I believe in his pre-existent state. How can I 
do otherwise? He has said, * Father, 1 have glorified thee on 
earth, glorify me with that glory which I enjoyed with thee even 
before the world was.’’ T°embrace him as the great prophet of 
God, sent into the world to instruct men in things pertaining to 
salvation; who spake as never man spake, and who confirmed 
the divinity of his mission bythe miracles he performed ; fer none 
could have done the works which he did, unless the Father were 
with him, Tcan embrace him as the High Priest of our Chris- 
tian profession, who, having been delivered for our offences, rose 
again for our justification. I can embrace him as the King and 
Head of the Church, who rose from the dead, is now highly ex- 
alted, and set at the right hand of the Throne of God—angels, 
authorities, principalities, and powers, being made subject unto 
him; and who will be with his servants always, even to the end of 
the ‘world, to rule and defend them, and to conquer and restrain all 
his and our enemies; and who shall reign till he shall have sub- 
dued all things unto himself, and till sin, the last enemy, shall be 
destroyed. lembrace him as the judge of the quick and the dead ; 
the Apostle having said, that we must all appear before the judg- 
menteseat of Christ,—and he himself having taught us, that in 
the last day, the Son of Man shall sit upon the Throne of his 
glory, before whom shall be gathered all nations for judgment; 
and that the Father judgeth no man, but hath ‘committed all 
judgment unto the Son. I can embrace him as the Author and 
Finisher of our faith, unto whom we are to look as our Mediator 
and Intercessor, passed into the heavenly world before us, and 
who will come again, and take his followers unto himself.—I con- 
sider, as I said on a former occasion, the responsibility of man 
for his actions ; and that, as without faith it is impossible to please 
God, so without holiness no man shall see the Lord. I believe 
that we ought to evidence our faith by our works; that, if we 
know these things, happy are we if we do them; and that, with- 
out a life conformable to his example, we can be none of his; 
agreeably to what he himself said,—“ Then are ye my friends, 
when ye do whatsoever I have commanded you.” I believe in 
those Scriptures which say, that for this purpose was the Son of 
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God manifested, that he might destroy the works of the Devil— 
that God raised him up, and sent him to bless us, in turning away 
every one of us from our iniquities—and that he gave himself 
for us, to redeem us from all iniquity, and wae us to himself, 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works. not the thought, 
then, be entertained for a moment, that 1 am a Deist, or an Infidel, 
or a Denier of the Divinity of the Redeemer; but it is on the mo- 
mentous subject of the SUPREME Deity of Christ, that I hesitate; 
and [ cand confvss that | have not arrived at asatisfactory con- 
clusion deep and inscrutable mystery; nor can I give my 
declara in favour of it, unless I could be convinced of what a 
gentleman, who has lately published sermons, seems to consider 
an impossibility,—that the sender is the same as the sent, or that 
the Lord, in sending his Angel into the world, sent himself; and, 
therefore, let me not be denominated an Arian, while I demur, - 
till I have better evidence, to subscribe myself a Trinitarian, 
“Mr. Cooke rose to defend himself from the charge of the 
want of candour. Ulterior measures had been spoken of, and 
dark hints thrown out, of consequences which may fallow, He 
would now tell the members aj) the ulterior measures he had in 
contemplation, and thus he hoped, enable those doubting and he- — 
Sitating persons to make up their minds on the subject of the 
present motion. On an evening since the assembling of the pre- 
sent Synod, he had met a number of his elder brethren, who stood, 
in his estimation, at the head of this body, in consultation on 
what course of proceeding should be adopted, in consequence of 
the reports that had gone abroad regarding. the religious state of 
this Synod, But, in the course of their consultations, he did not 
altogether agree with his elder fathers. Therefore, he retired 
from them, and allowed them to pursue their own views. He 
found the genera! opinion with them was, that as Arianism in this 
body was dying a natural death, it should be allowed to dwindle 
and die away of its good will—that is, that it should be alldwed 
to go of ina *gallopping consumption.” He could not agree 
with them; and therefore, he withdrew. from them. He next 
tried whether ke would be left alone in an assembly ofhis younger 
brethren; and he arranged to meet a few of these whom he ex- 
pected to be of his own views: when they assémbled, there were 
found three to one of his elder brethren: and they all agreed that 
their senior fathers were acting in a way most injurious to the 
interests of the body. ‘Perhaps my present candour,” said Mr. 
Cooke, “ will again be charged against me as a crime, for having 
entered into a religious cabal. But I fear not the reproach which 
may fall on me ;—I feel I am only fulfilling the duty of an honest 
servant, and I rejoice to find myself, and the members of this 
body who have joined me in my present undertaking, so united 
and cordial! ia all our measures. We were perfectiy agreed on 
the necessity for the adoptiun of the present motion. Well then; 
we engaged, so soon as the measures now before you be decided, 
to meet again, and to agree on what other measures shall be 
adopted,” He hoped this would satisfy those persons who had 
charged him with want of candour. With regard to ulterior 
measures, he would state them: one object was, to prove that he 
was right in stating that there was a Jarge body of Arians in the 
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Synod; and, next, to devise some means of saving the congrega- 
tions placed under those Arians, from being contaminated by the 
baneful disease under which their clergymen laboured. In the 
course of this procedure, he would avail himself of much valua- 
ble matter contained in:Mr. Carlile’s sermon—who had told us, 
that wolves in sheeps’ clothing had crept into the fold of Christ. 
Is it not notorious, that ministers have been hoodwinking their 
flocks—men who have crept into this body in false colours? The 
laws and regulations of the Synod have not been sufficiently 
strict, to guard against young men getting into Congregations, 
after three or four trial sermons, without any strict scrutiny, or 
pledge of their soundness in faith. One of his ulterior measures 
was, to guard against: this; and if any young man shall come 
among us with a mask On, to take it off him, and to let the world 
know and see what he really is. If, afterwards, congregations 
shall prefer Arianism, why, in God’s name, let them have it: let 
them choose Arian preachers to be their shepherds—but let us not 
join in the work of hoodwinking the people. The present state 
of our body is aptly illustrated in the story of the combat be~- 
tween the Scotch Highlander andthe Frenchman. The Highlan- 
der was armed with his . and target; the Frenchman 
with his long small sword. The contest was carried on for some 
time without injury to either party; the skilful thrusts of the 
Frenchman being always caught on the Highlander’s target. At 
length, wearied with the blovtiless struggle, the Frenchman drew 
off from his guard, and desired the Highlander to come out and 
fight him fairly, for he would no longet contend witha man who 
hid himself behind a wooden door. Now, let these men, who are 
shielding themselves from the knowledge’ of their congregations 
and the world, come from their hiding places, and let us ascertain 
their strength, and the power of their weapons. [t is but seven 
years, since a minister of this body heard two elders swear that 
a certain clergyman was truly orthodox, whom he (Mr. Cooke) 
knew to be an Arian. When the psople hear a fine dissertation 
on the mere morality of life, and a few neat and select passages 
introduced into a flowery sermon, they may be amused; but the 
true state of their soul’s danger, and the truth asit is in the Lord 
Jesus, is left out; and they receive none of that spiritual food 
which can make man happy in life, and blessed in a glorious eter- 
uity. Another ulterior object was,—to have a committee of 
Synod appointed, who would send missionaries into certain ex- 
tensive congregations, where the Gospel of Christ has not been 
preached for many years. The committee’s business would be, 
when they found a faithless minister neglecting to teach his peo- 
ple the truth as it is in the Lord Jesus,—to suspend the preacher, 
—to pray with him, and to exhort him to turn unto the truth. 
Also to pray with the people, to instruct them in those doctrines 
which have been left us by Christ, to bring unto himselfa chosen 
people, zealous of good works; to entreat them to renew a right 
spirit within them, and to abandon their mistaken course. If the 
minister, in due time, exhibited a spirit of repentance, then he 
should be reinstated in his pulpit; but if he still remained contu- 
macious, then he is to be loppen off as a diseased limb, lest through 
this member the whole body become infected. Is defence of this 
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means of renewing a right spirit within the Church of Christ, Mr. 
Cooke instanced the zeal which is exhibited in the efforts now 
making to evangelize Africa, India, and the South Sea Islands; 
and inquired whether the eternal happiness of the inhabitants of 
these distant regions was more dear to this body, than that of 
our brethren and kindred? It is the “ unity of the spirit in the 
bond of peace,” (said Mr. C.) amongst those followers of Christ 
who are thus engaged, that I wish to preserve ; and not with men 
who would join in a league to rob our Lord and Master of his 
Crown of Eternal Glory.—Another object was, to preclude mem- 
bers of this body from holding ministerial communion with the 
= who thus differ with us on this most vital of atl questions. 

r. Cooke then instanced two ships setting off, one to the North, 
and the other to the South Pole; and observed, that they might 
as well endeavour to hold communion on their respective ? 
as an Arian and a true believer in the Eternal Divinity of Christ, 
attempt to hold communion in the discharge of their duties. Ano- 
ther ulterior measure, was, not to attempt to split the Synod this 

year, but, with the blessing of God, he did contemplate that mea- 
sure next year. He then made a powerful al to the Synod, 
not to stand idly by, whilst they saw, in this very house, their 
Lord and Master stripped of his eternal Godship, and robbed of 
his Everlasting Crown of Glory! 

‘© Mr. Mitchell rose, and expressed a wish, briefly to state his 
sentiments on the subject of these proceedings. The present mo- 
tion embraced two objects: one was to vindicate this body from 
certain charges which had been made against ity—the other, to 
serve as a test of individual opinion. As far as that part goes, 
which relates to vindication, he wil] vote for it—ifhe votes at all; 
but as to the test, he would protest against it, as an attack on in- 
dividual liherty of conscience. It may lead many 2 weak brother 
into temptation ; and it might do serious injury to many of his 
Calvinistic brethren around him (who are resolved not to sign) 
should the list go forth to the world without their names. The 
passing of this measure is laying a foundation for hypocrisy; and, 
he declared before God, that he would rather see in this body 
ten ministers unsound in the faith, than one h rite. He 
would also venture to affirm, that it would fail asa Test; because 
he knew many Calvinistic members who would resist this forging 
of mental fetters. It was introducing an Inquisition into this 
body, which he never would submit to. He has been a member 
of Synod for twenty-two years; he was licensed by the Derry 
Presbytery, and no charge can be made against him for unsound- 
ness in the faith; but he never will submit to be dragged into 
signing, as a Test of his belief in the doctrines of the Scriptures, 
any formulary of human construction. 

“ Mr, MonTGOMERY rose, and spake to the following effect :— 
Moderator, in coming forward to address you on the present oc- 
casion, I cannot avoid feeling that I do so under many disadvan- 
tages. The man who has the multitude at his back, who sails 
upon the full tide of popular favour, has an easy task to perform 
in vindicating his opinions ; for there is a sympathy in the breasts 
of his auditors, which gives energy and life to all that he utters. 
But the individual who ventures to stem the current of peblic 
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feeling, who goes forth in his frail bark against the rolling waters, 
has only a cheerless and a hopeless prospect before him, Such is 
my situation at present; yet although I may be driven back by 
the stream, or overwhelmed by the tempest, I cannot see the 
Synod of Ulster rushing forward, in the dangerous confidence of 
security, to what 1 consider destruction, without boldly pushing 
forth te warn her of the shoals and quicksands to which she is ap- 
proaching. 

“ A Presbyterian, by education, and feeling, and conviction—a 
Presbyterian, because 1 consider the priuciples of our Church es- 
sentially favourable to the great cause of Civil and Religious 
Liberty—I should be unworthy of the privileges which I enjoys 
if any contemptible view of personal convenience, or temporal in- 
terest, could prevent me from expressing freely what strongly 
feel. I wish, however, to approach this important subject in a ee- 
rious frame of mind, and in as calm a manner as the agitations 
of the last four days will permit. But, as 1 am sensible that the 
ardour of debate, and the very nature of an extemporaneous ad- 
dress, may carry me beyond those mild and decorous bounds, 
which the character and station of this assembly require to be ob- 
served, | commit myself to the judicious correction of the Modera- 
tor. I feel it the more necessary to do so, as I, and those who 
think with me, have had our opinion treated, by several speakers, 
with terms of unmeasured obloquy and reproach. The gentlest 
epithet applied to us, has been that of Herelics. 1 never expected 
to hear the word used in a Protesiant assembly ; but its reitera- 
ted application on the present occasion, has taught me, that ne 
mode of faith can change the evil propensities of human nature, 
and that the hateful passions of men are never so malignant as 
when they put on the sacred garb of religion. These, however, 
who have adopted this vulgar system of abuse, which ouly reflects 
discredit upon themselves, and the cause which they espouse, have 
not the merit of originality in the course which they pursue. The 
attaching of odious names to opinions and persons, marked out 
for persecution, has always been the favourite plan of the exclu- 
sively righteous. I feel unwilling even to allude, in this heated 
assembly, to the most glorious Being that ever appeared upon 
earth ; but we all know that the Redeemer of the world was 
brought to the cross, under the accusation of blasphemy—and the 
great Apostle of the Gentiles was reviled as a Heretic, for preach- 
ing the truth dictated to him by the Holy Spirit. Paul “confes- 
sed that after the manner which they called heresy, worshiped he 
the Lord God of his fathers.’ I cheerfully make the same admis- 
sion: I own, that after the manner which the majority here “ call 
heresy,” J do worship my Creator. But | am not the more in real 
error on that account; for I believe no member of this Synod will 
say, that numbers prove “sound doctrine.” If such a position 
were tenable, woe be unto Protestantism! Indeed, Moderator, 
except for the credit of this body, I care not by what name I may 
be called : neithet shall I retort upon my opponents the invidious 
epithets which might easily be applied, being determined not to 
sacrifice the best part of Christianity, its spirit of infinite benignity 
and love, to the support of a party, or the maintenance of specula- 
tive opinions, 
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‘* Mr. Cooke has been courteons enough to compliment me, as 
possessing “ talents, acquirements, and eloquence of no ordinary 
kind ;” and to say, that ke thinks more highly of my abilities, than 
Ido of his.” For the first part of his eulogium, however vnmeri- 
ted, I feel grateful ; though probably Lought to consider it only 
as the fact of an ambitious general, magnifying the power of his 
enemy, merely to enhance the glory of certain victory. With re~ 
gard to our comparative estimate of each other’s talents, I hepe 
he is correct, for, knowing how highly | appreciate Ais abilities, I 
should be proud to stand even higher in the estimation of so comr 
petent a judge. But admitting his compliment to be sincere, in 
how awkward a situation does it place himself, in condemning my 
opinions! He grants me a mind capable of judging, and con- 
cedes that I possess literary acquirements adequate to enlighten 
and direct my judgment; and yet (most strange tosay) he de- 
clares that I do not understand the fundamental doctrine of the 
Gospel, which he avers is clearly revealed in every page of the 
New Testament! How this alleged force of intellect, and extent 
of information, can be reconciled with my alleged ignorance of the 
plainest proposition of Revelation, it is not for me to determine : 
but as I feel grateful for his courtesy, I freely give him the full 
benefit of his argument. 

“Tam not, however, more surprised at Mr. Cooke’s granting 
to me all the attributes which are usually considered necessary to 
enable a man to form correct opinions, and then declaring that I 
am in dangerous error, than I am at the humble estimate. which 
he seems to make of his own talents, whilst he proposes to guide 
the opinions of others, by a religious Test of Declaration. How 
achurch that considered itself infallible, or an individual’ who 
believed himself inspired, could make such a proposition; I can 
readily conceive: but, how any man, or body of men, admitting 
fallibility of judgment, and laying no claim to inspiration, can be 
guilty of such an audacious attempt ‘to lord it over God's heri- 
tage,” (the conscience,) I do confess I have no faculties to com- 
eo As there is a possibility of error, wherever there is 

uman fallibility, in how awful a situation must those stand, who 
either require or give assent to that which may be ** the command- 
ment of men,” instead of ** the truth of God!” It is vain to tell 
me, that “ this is only a declaration of opinion, not a test of belief.” 
It is a distinction without a difference: for, what.a man declares, 
at the bidding of his fellow-man, he virtually subscribes. Now, I 
do say, without fear of rational or scriptural contradiction, that 
avy body of fallible men, who demand asseut or subscription to 
any declaration or test of faith, in human language, under the 
fear of any penalty, or the hope of any reward, are trenching, not 
merely upon the fundamental principle of Protestantism, “ the 
right of private judgment,” but also upon the sacred prerogative 
of the great Head of the Church. “Who art thou,” saith the 
Apostle, “that judgest another man’s servant? To his own mas- 
ter, let him stand or fall.” And elsewhere wearé instructed, that 
“one is our master, even Christ,’ and all weoare brethren.” 
How dare those very Presbyterians that declaim most loudly 
against the usurpation of Popery, who call upon the Catholics to 
read their Bibles, to despise their Priests, and to extricate them- 
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selves from the trammels of their church—how dare they, iu the 
face of common shame, and common consistency, to turn upon 
their brethren, and to attempt to place “the yoke of hondage” 
upon their necks! Whensl witness such an attempt, 1 blush for 
the weakness or the wickedness of man; butI will neither be a 
partaker in the shame, nOrin the crime. So truly do I detest all 
human interference in matters of concience, and so awful have 
been its effects in the world, that were you this momento lay be- 
fore me a human creed, every word of which [ believe, I would not 
subscribe it, lest I should thereby sanction the interference of man 
with the sole pretogative of the Redeemer, Indeed, what are all 
such attempts, but a manifestation of the impious vanity of man, 
pretending * to be wise above what is written,” and to reveal the 
will of God more clearly than it has been revealed by the spirit 
oftruth? Sir, 1 will subscribe no’creed but the Bible; 1 will ac- 
count for my views of it to no human tribunal but my congrega- 
tion; and when this world, and its evil passions shall have passed 
away, I pray to Him ‘‘ who alone can keep me from falling,” that 
I may not be altogether unprepared to answer for my faith, to the 
gteat Head of the Church. 

“I admit that this body has the pawer to pass any declaration 
which it pleases, and to demand any. submission of its members 
which it pleases; bat I deny that it has any S-:ripture warrant 
for doing so, And if, Moderator, you should persevere, what will 
be the consequence? You may make hypoerttes of the weak 
and the crafty, and the worldly; you may make martyrs of the 
firm, the upright, and the sincere: but every child who bears me, 
must know, that you cannot change the convietion of a single 
heart. Suppose you pass your declaration, and I refuse my as- 
sent or signature, which as an honest man I must refuse, you will 
probably say unto me, ** we can no longer give you the right hand 
of fellowship :” bat, if I subseriberyour creed, though you know I 
do not believe it, then you will receive me as a brotherin the Lord! 
How revolting then, is this project, to every virtuous feeling of 
the human heart? ‘You will spurn the hand which is pure as the 
mountain snow, whilst you clasp, with the grasp of friendship, 
that which is black with the stains of perjury! Woe be unto the 
Presbyterian Church, if ever that day shall comé, in which false- 
hood and dissimulation sha)! be bonds of union, whilst truth and 
sineerity shall be cast out of her councils !” 

(The remainder of these proceedings shall be given as soon as 
received.) 


THE CHRISTIAN PIONEER. 


We believeit' is not more than two years since Mr. 
Harris, formerly of Liverpool, removed to Glasgow, 
and took charge of a Unitarian congregation in that 
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city. His preaching, we are told, draws crowds of all 
descriptions of hearers, and the good effects of his 
labours are very visible in the increased numbers of his 
society, and the growing attention to religious inquiry. 

A year ago, he commenced the publication of the 
Christian Pioneer, a paper very similar to the Unita- 
rian Miscellany printed at Baltimore, which has at- 
tracted a great deal of attention throughout the king- 
dom, and done good service in behalf of rational reli- 
gion. If we have been rightly informed, it has 
obtained a wider circulation than any other Unitarian 
periodical, having a subscription list of between three 
and four thousand names. As Americans, we owe its 
editor many thanks, for his efforts to make our writings 
better known to the British public ; since scarce a num- 
ber has appeared without containing more or less from 
our tracts, sermons, or periodicals. In this way, in 
successive numbers, have Dr. Channing’s sermon at the 
Dedication of the Mercer-street Church, his objections 
to Unitarianism, and his remarks on Milton, been reprint- 
ed and very widely circulated ; also one of the tracts of the 
Unitarian Association, and Mr. Thatcher’s Dissertation 
on the evidence necessary to establish the doctrine of 
the Trinity. This is the best way in which to make 
English and American Unitarians known toeach other, 
and produce that harmony and spirit of co-operation 
that ought to exist between them. 


UNITARIAN ADVOCATE. 


A NEw paper, to be devoted to the cause of pure 
religion, has been proposed for publication in Boston, 
with the above title. We wish it all success; and 
under the care of the gentleman who has undertaken 
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the editor’s department, it can hardly fail of abundant 
prosperity. The prospectus follows. 


“ Just views of religion, always so important, were 
never, perhaps, more earnestly desired than in this 
community at the present moment. The Unitarian 
Advocate is designed to meet the wants arising out of 
this state of public sentiment. It proposes to aid seri- 
ous inquiry and resolve honest doubts, respecting that 
form of Christianity which Unitarians believe to be the 
simple ‘truth as it is in Jesus.”” We wish also ta do 
something toward removing those false impressions 
which hinder the proper*influences of Christianity, and 
to win men to a holy life as well as a correct faith. 

“« This work will comprise discussions on the various 
Christian doctrines, pieces of devotional and practical 
tendency, Illustrations of Scripture, and general Reli- 
gious Intelligence. The interest now manifested in 
Sunday Schools will induce us to reserve a considera- 
ble portion of our pages for that important subject. 

‘* We shall endeavour to maintain the utmost plain- 
ness and simplicity of style, and aim to be direct, 
serious, and earnest in the appeals made to the hearts 
and consciences of men. 

“EDMUND Q. SEWALL, Editor. 


«‘ Conditions.—I. The Unitarian Advocate will be 
published on the first day of every month, commencing 
with January, 1828 ; each number to contain about 50 
pages, handsomely printed on superfine paper—the 
whole making two volumes a year, of about 300 pages 
each—large duodecimo. 

“II. Price, two dollars a year—to be paid on the 
delivery of the third number. 

‘< III. Agents will be supplied with the work on the 
following terms, viz. For one hundred copies, one 
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third distount ; fifty.copies, one fourth discount. Any 
number less than fifty, one fifth discount. 

** Allcommunications in any way relating to the work 
to be made to the publishers. 

‘¢ Gentlemen holding subscription papers, are re- 
quested to return the names, or the number they will 
be responsible for, as soon as the first of December 
next.” 


The numbers of The Unitarian will be regularly 
sent to persons at a distance, who may express a wish 
by letter (post paid) or otherwise, to receive them. 
Communications on this subject to be made to the 
publishers. 


The second number of The Unitarian will be pub- 
lished on the fifteenth of December. 





